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Freedom  of  religion  supersedes  right  to  employment 

Mass.  Court  Backs  Monitor  in  Madsen  Case 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

BOSTON  —  As  GCN  goes  to 
press,  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court 
of  Massachusetts  has  issued  a  rul¬ 
ing  declaring  “freedom  of 
religion”  to  take  priority  over  the 
right  of  employment  without 
discrimination  on  the  basis  of  sex¬ 
ual  preference.  An  August  21  rul¬ 
ing  in  the  case  of  Christine 
Madsen,  a  veteran  reporter  for  the 
Christian  Science  Monitor  who 
was  fired  in  1982  after  the  Church 
discovered  she  was  a  lesbian, 
found  that  Madsen  had  no  legal 
recourse  regarding  her  dismissal 
from  the  Monitor. 

However,  the  court  suggested 
that  she  might  return  to  a  lower 
court  with  a  claim  based  on 
defamation  of  character,  ipvasion 
of  privacy,  and  intentional  inflic¬ 
tion  of  emotional  distress. 


Justice  Joseph  Nolan,  writing 
for  the  majority,  found  that  the 
constitutional  right  of  the  Church 
to  exercise  its  freedom  of  religion 
took  precedence  over  Madsen’s 
right  to  employment  without 
discrimination.  The  opinion 
quoted  an  article  from  the  Colum¬ 
bia  Law  Review  that  claimed  that 
“when  an  employee  agrees  to  do 
the  work  of  the  church  he  [s/c] 
must  be  held  to  submit  to  church 
authority  in  much  the  same  way  as 
a  member....  The  state  may  not  in¬ 
tervene  to  protect  employees  from 
treatment  that  is  merely  arbitrary 
or  unfair;  the  remedy  for  that  is  to 
resign  or  renegotiate  the  terms  of 
employment. 

“Modern  labor  legislation  may 
have  deprived  secular  employers 
of  the  fiduciary  duty  once  owed 


them  by  their  rank  and  file 
employees,  but  to  deprive  the 
churches  of  that  duty  would  be  to 
interfere  with  an  interest  protected 
by  the  free  exercise  clause.” 

“In  view  of  the  preferred  posi¬ 
tion  which  the  freedom  of  religion 
holds  in  the  pantheon  of  constitu¬ 
tional  rights,”  Nolan  concluded, 
“Madsen’s  asserted  rights  must 
yield....  Entanglements  of  the 
[Church]  in  such  litigation  would 
involve  the  court  in  a  review  of  an 
essentially  ecclesiastical  procedure 
whereby  the  Church  reviews  its 
employees’  spiritual  suitability  for 
continued  employment....  Re¬ 
quiring  the  [Church]  to  pay 
damages  to  maintain  their 
religious  beliefs  would  constitu¬ 
tion  ‘a  substantial  burden  on 
defendants’  right  to  free  exercise 


of  religion.’  ” 

Although  it  struck  down 
Madsen’s  claim  for  damages  based 
on  wrongful  discharge,  the  court 
did  suggest  an  alternative  legal 
avenue  whereby  Madsen  could  sue 
the  Church  for  defamation  of 
character  or  intentional  infliction 


noted. 

Madsen’s  attorney,  Katherine 
Triantafillou,  cautioned  against 
viewing  the  opinion  as  a  total  loss. 

“I  think  it’s  not  all  that  bad 
because  we  still  can  bring  actions 
for  defamation  and  invasion  of 
privacy,”  she  told  GCN.  “It  cer- 


Legality  challenged 


N.H.  Foster  Policy  Bars 
‘Practicing  Homosexuals’ 


By  Sharon  Vardatira 

CONCORD,  NH  —  The  New 
Hampshire  Division  for  Children 
and  Youth  Services  has  issued  a 
foster  care  licensing  policy  direc¬ 
tive  to  social  workers  which  ex¬ 
plicitly  excludes  placement  of 
foster  children  with  “practicing 
homosexuals.”  The  June  28  direc¬ 
tive,  which  has  not  yet  been  public¬ 
ly  released,  emphasizes  the  divi¬ 
sion’s  intent  to  place  children  with 
“relatives,  or  in  families  with  mar¬ 
ried  couples,  preferably  with 
parenting  experience.”  The  direc¬ 
tive  goes  on  to  instruct  social 
workers  to  take  the  following  steps 
once  they  “become  aware  that  a 
foster  parent  is  a  practicing  homo¬ 
sexual: 

a.  make  no  further  placements 
in  the  home; 

b.  do  not  re-issue  or  renew  a 
license; 

c.  assess  the  risk  of  harm  to  any 
child(ren)  currently  placed  in  the 
home. 


d.  if  immediate  harm  to  a  child 
currently  placed  in  the  home  ex¬ 
ists,  remove  the.child,  based  on  the 
immediate  harm; 

e.  if  no  immediate  harm  to  a 
child  currently  placed  in  the  home 
exists,  consider  the  best  interest  of 
the  child  in  conjunction  with  good 
social  work  practice  and  the  stan¬ 
dard  removal  and  replacement 
procedures.” 

The  division’s  directive  was 
issued  without  approval  of  the  at¬ 
torney  general’s  office  just  weeks 
after  the  Union  Leader  printed' an 
article  naming  Thomas  Herman, 
“a  known  homosexual,”  as  a 
foster  parent.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13, 
No.  2.)  Both  the  attorney  general’s 
office  and  the  New  Hampshire 
Civil  Liberties  Union  (NHCLU) 
have  raised  questions  about  the 
legality  of  the  division  directive. 
Because  the  division  did  not  follow 
the  state  Administrative  Pro¬ 
cedures  Act,  which  includes  a 


public  hearing,  they  are  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  state  statutes. 

Jon  Meyer,  attorney  for  the 
NHCLU,  attacked  the  content  as 
well  as  the  legality  of  the  directive 
as  “discriminatory  and  in  viola¬ 
tion  of  the  right  to  equal  protec¬ 
tion.  It  singles  out  one  segment  of 
the  population  and  prohibits  them 
from  being  foster  parents.  The 
state’s  ‘privilege,  not  a  right’  argu¬ 
ment  is  not  sufficient  to  enact  a 
directive  which  discriminates 
against  one  segment  of  the  popula- 
continued  on  page  3 


Christine  Madsen 

of  emotional  distress. 

“Under  the  banner  of  the  First 
Amendment  provisions  on 
religion,  a  clergyman  [s/c]  may  not 
with  impunity  defame  a  person, 
intentionally  inflict  serious  emo¬ 
tional  harm  on  a  parishioner,  or 
commit  other  torts,”  the  court 


tainly  does  not  preclude  bringing 
the  same  kind  of  action  against  a 
secular  employer.  1  don’t  see  it  as 
an  anti-gay  opinion.  I  see  it  as  a 
First  Amendment  case  very  strictly 
construing  the  ability  of  a  church 
organization  to  control  its 
employees  on  religious  grounds.” 


First  in  the  country? 

Los  Angeles  Bans 
Anti-AIDS  Discrimination 


Trial  Set  for 
Gay’s  the  Word 


By  Karen  Erlichman 

LONDON  —  A  British  judge 
ruled  here  on  August  20  that 
the  case  against  Gay’s  the  Word 
Bookstore  will  go  to  trial  at  the 
Old  Bailey  criminal  court.  The 
trial  must  take  place  within  18 
months  of  the  August  20  deci¬ 
sion. 

In  April  1984,  as  part  of 
“Operation  Tiger,”  six  British 
customs  agents  entered  the 
bookstore  and  removed  over 
800  volumes,  nearly  30  percent 
of  the  store’s  inventory.  Over 
100  charges  were  brought 
against  Gay’s  the  Word,  stem¬ 
ming  from  the  alleged  importa¬ 
tion  of  “indecent  or  obscene” 
material.  Since  then,  customs 
officials  have  seized  thousands 
of  books  distributed  by 
Philadelphia’s  Giovanni's 
Room  Bookstore  to  be  sent  to 


various  locations  in  Britain. 

Committal  hearings  in  the 
case  were  held  June  24  to  July 
12  of  this  year  before  Stipen¬ 
dary  Magistrate  Burke.  Burke 
was  reportedly  to  review  ex¬ 
cerpts  from  some  of  the  con¬ 
fiscated  books  before  making 
his  decision  on  whether  the  case 
would  go  to  trial. 

According  to  Ed  Hermance, 
co-owner  of  Giovanni’s  Room 
and  named  co-conspirator  in 
the  case,  the  trial  will  probably 
take  place  at  the  end  of  1986  or 
in  early  1987.  Hermance  noted 
that  the  charges  against  Gay’s 
the  Word  are  based  on  an  1876 
law,  originally  written  “to  pre¬ 
vent  the  import  of  erotic  chess 
sets  from  Paris... to  British 
girls’  schools.” 

—  f  iled  from  Philadelphia 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

LOS  ANGELES  —  An  or¬ 
dinance  banning  discrimination 
against  people  with  AIDS  was 
signed  into  law  here  by  the  mayor 
on  August  16.  The  measure  was 
adopted  after  a  grassroots  petition 
campaign  garnered  over  3000 
signatures  in  support  of  such  a 
law.  Officials  involved  in  the  or¬ 
dinance’s  passage  believe  it  is  the 
first  law  of  its  kind  in  the  country. 

The  ordinance  is  an  addition  to 
the  public  health  section  of  the  Los 
Angeles  Municipal  Code.  It  pro¬ 
hibits  discrimination  in  employ¬ 
ment,  housing,  medical  and  dental 
services,  business  establishments, 
city  facilities,  city  services,  and 
other  public  accommodations  “on 
the  basis  of  the  fact  that  the  person 
discriminated  against  has  the 
medical  condition  Acquired  Im¬ 
mune  Deficiency  Syndrome... or 
any  condition  related  thereto.” 

The  new  law  provides  two  forms 
of  judicial  relief  for  people 
discriminated  against  on  the  basis 
of  AIDS.  First,  a  person  subjected 
to  discrimination  may  file  a  civil 
suit  against  the  discriminator,  and 
may  be  awarded  damages, 
punitive  damages,  court  costs,  and 
attorney’s  fees.  Second,  the  city 


attorney  may  file  an  injunction 
barring  specific  instances  of  dis¬ 
crimination. 

Both  the  ordinance  and  the  peti¬ 
tion  in  support  of  it  originated  in 
the  office  of  Councilmember  Joel 
Wachs,  whose  district  includes 
heavily  gay  Studio  City.  Wachs’ 
office  had  received  complaints 
from  several  constituents  alleging 
AIDS-based  discrimination, 
especially  in  housing. 

Organizing  around  the  measure 
began  with  an  intensive  eight-day 
petition  drive,  according  to  Tracey 
Lovejoy,  deputy  to  Wachs.  Over 
3000  signatures  in  support  of  the 
ordinance  were  gathered  between 
August  5  and  12.  Lovejoy  charac¬ 
terized  the  campaign  as  a  grass¬ 
roots  effort,  noting  that  a  wide  ar¬ 
ray  of  gay  and  lesbian  groups 
distributed  the  petition,  including 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community 
Services  Center,  the  Log  Cabin 
Club,  the  gay  Republican 
organization,  and  Christopher 
Street  West,  which  sponsors  the 
area’s  annual  gay  and  lesbian  pride 
celebration.  Over  1000  signatures 
were  gathered  at  a  local  fund¬ 
raising  walk  for  AIDS,  with  addi¬ 
tional  signatures  garnered  through 


door-to-door  canvassing  and  at 
bars. 

The  ordinance  was  introduced 
by  Wachs  in  the  city  council’s 
three-member  Public  Health, 
Human  Resources,  and  Senior 
Citizens  Committee,  where  it  was 
passed  unanimously  on  August  13. 
The  14  members  of  the  full  council 
present  on  August  14  passed  the 
ordinance  unanimously. 

Mayor  Tom  Bradley  signed  the 
bill  into  law  on  August  16.  In  a  let¬ 
ter  dated  the  same  day,  Bradley 
asked  the  city  council  to  amend  the 
new  ordinance  to  forbid  in¬ 
dividuals  from  bringing  suit  in 
discrimination  cases.  According  to 
Wendy  Greuel  of  the  mayor’s  of¬ 
fice,  Bradley  reasons  that  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  statute  is  as  much  to 
educate  people  to  the  realities  of 
AIDS  as  it  is  to  protect  the  rights 
of  people  with  AIDS,  and  that  the 
educational  function  could  be 
facilitated  if  the  city  attorney  were 
ultimately  responsible  for  all  en¬ 
forcement  actions. 

Greuel  went  on  to  say  that  the 
mayor’s  office  is  concerned  that 
sections  of  the  new  measure  might 
be  superseded  by  state  and  federal 
continued  on  page  12 
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News  Notes - 

quote  of  the  week 

“I  don’t  know  when  lesbian-baiting  has  been  so 
clearly  about  stopping  social-change  work....  There’s 
no  way  we  could  produce  work  on  anything  without 
the  participation  of  lesbians.” 

—  Suzanne  Pharr,  co-chair  of  the  Lesbian  Task 
Force  of  the  National  Coalition  Against  Domestic 
Violence  (NCADV),  speaking  in  response  to  efforts  by 
conservatives  to  block  a  grant  to  NCADV  on  the 
grounds  it  espouses  lesbian  causes. 


WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  National  Coalition 
Against  Domestic  Violence  (NCADV)  has  been  award¬ 
ed  $581,621  from  the  Justice  Department,  despite 
complaints  from  conservatives  that  the  coalition  is 
“pro-lesbian.”  The  grant,  originally  for  $625,000,  was 
to  be  awarded  June  12.  It  was  blocked,  however,  when 
conservative  groups  and  several  congressmen,  head¬ 
ed  by  Rep.  Mark  Siljander  (R-MI),  accused  the  coali¬ 
tion  of  being  radical  feminist,  and  anti-Reagan,  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  pro-lesbian.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  No.  5.)  A 
“cooperative  agreement”  was  ultimately  signed 
August  9,  stipulating  the  grant  would  be  disbursed 
over  two  years. 

While  staff  and  supporters  of  the  coalition  con¬ 
sider  the  grant  award  a  victory,  they  also  caution  that 
the  fight,  both  for  funds  and  lesbian  visibility,  is  hard¬ 
ly  over.  According  to  Laurie  McLaughlin,  a  lesbian 
and  general  staff  for  NCADV,  the  grant  was  secured 
in  large  part  because  of  “community  outcry.”  She 
said,  “We  have  won  the  first  round  [but]  second  year 
funding  is  contingent  on  first  year  performance....  We 
will  be  monitored  very  closely.” 

Suzanne  Pharr,  co-chair  of  the  Lesbian  Task 
Force  of  NCADV,  noted  that  although  assistant  At¬ 
torney  General  Lois  Harrington  advocated  for  NCADV 
in  negotiations,  she  also  reportedly  informed  Sil¬ 
jander  that  none  of  the  grant  would  be  spent  on  les¬ 
bian  issues.  Both  Pharr  and  McLaughlin  stressed  the 
coalition  will  not  downplay  the  involvement  of  les¬ 
bians.  Pharr  added,  “Even  if  there  weren’t  lesbian  bat¬ 
tering,  we  would  still  be  talking  about  the  connection 
between  homophobia  and  violence  against  women. 
Homophobia  is  a  means  of  maintaining  traditional 
male  power  and  sex  roles....  In  order  to  maintain 
violence,  homophobia  is  very  important.” 

McLaughlin  joined  Pharr  in  suggesting  that 
racism  and  fear  of  radicals  may  also  have  been  a 
factor  in  efforts  to  block  the  grant.  Conservatives 
played  up  the  fact  that  Sharon  Parker,  a  Black  woman 
and  the  executive  director  of  NCADV,  has  traveled  to 
Nicaragua.  NCADV  also  has  a  Women  of  Color  Task 
Force. 

The  Lesbian  Task  Force  is  currently  working  to 
produce  an  anthology  on  lesbian  battering. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


anti-porn  referendum  likely  in 
Cambridge 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  Come  November,  there  may 
be  a  binding  referendum  on  an  anti-pornography  or¬ 
dinance  in  Cambridge,  according  to  the  Cambridge 
Chronicle. 

Women’s  Alliance  Against  Pornography  (WAAP) 
has  gathered  over  7000  signatures  on  an  initiative 
petition  that  calls  for  an  amendment  to  the  city’s 
Human  Rights  ordinance.  Signatures  of  eight  percent 
of  the  city’s  registered  voters,  or  approximately  3670 
people,  are  required  to  get  an  initiative  on  the  ballot. 

The  summary  of  the  proposed  amendment  as 
given  on  the  petition  defines  pornography  as  “the 
graphic  sexually  explicit  subordination  of  women 
that  also  includes  women  presented  dehumanized  as 
objects,  enjoying  pain  and  humiliation  or  rape,  torture 
or  maimed,  penetrated  by  objects  or  animals,  and 
several  other  presentations.”  / 

According  to  the  summary,  the  amendment 
would  “give  victims  of  civil  rights  violations  through 
pornography  a  claim  for  sex  discrimination.”  It 
argues  that  a  person’s  civil  rights  are  violated  if  “a 
person  is  coerced  into  pornography,  if  it  is  forced  on 
them,  if  they  are  assaulted  because  of  it  or  if  it  is  be¬ 
ing  produced,  sold,  exhibited,  or  distributed  in  Cam¬ 
bridge.” 

Opposition  to  the  amendment  includes  Nancy 
Ryan,  executive  director  of  the  Cambridge  Commis¬ 
sion  on  the  Status  of  Women,  and  Jonathan  Handel, 
of  the  Cambridge  Human  Rights  Commission.  A 
chapter  of  the  Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Taskforce 
(FACT-Boston)  has  also  been  formed  in  response  to 
the  WAAP  initiative. 

Should  the  Elections  Commission  certify  the 
signatures,  the  City  Council  may  either  pass  the 
amendment  as  written  within  20  days  of  certifica¬ 
tion,  or  refer  the  measure  to  the  ballot.  Seeing  as 
there  is  no  scheduled  council  meeting  within  the 
20-day  limit,  voters  can  expect  to  see  the  ordinance 
before  them  this  fall. 
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snakes  in  drag 

MANITOBA,  Canada  —  Scientists  studying  red¬ 
sided  garter  snakes  here  have  found  that  approx¬ 
imately  one  in  seven  males  is  a  “female  imper¬ 
sonator,”  according  to  the  New  York  Times.  The  so- 
called  “she-males”  exude  female-like  chemical 
scents,  “enticing  the  courtship  of  other  males,”  say 
the  Texas-based  researchers  who  reported  their  fin¬ 
dings  in  the  journal  Nature.  Further,  no  females  were 
to  be  found  in  33  out  of  200  “mating  balls”  observed 
by  the  scientists.  Mating  balls  consist  of  as  many  as 
100  entwined  snakes. 

Convinced  the  cross-scented  snakes  are  solely 
engaged  “in  the  never-ended  struggle  of  animals  to 
reproduce,”  zoologists  Robert  T.  Mason  and  David 
Crews  allege  female  “mimicry”  is  all  part  of  male 
competition  for  females.  They  claim  the  imper¬ 
sonators  sow  confusion  among  the  other  males, 
diverting  attention  from  females  to  themselves  in 
order  to  improve  their  chances  of  mating  with  a  “true 
female.” 

The  female  impersonators  are  so  good  at  attrac¬ 
ting  males  that  Dr.  Crews  says  “true  male”  snakes 
could  be  in  trouble:  “Male  snakes  have  a  very  peculiar 
problem:  How  do  you  recognize  females?” 

While  the  “she-males”  do  not  exhibit  confusion 
and  seem  problem-free  in  contrast  to  the  “true 
males,”  the  scientists  believe  being  a  female  imper¬ 
sonator  could  entail  costs  that  have  not  yet  been 
discerned.  Current  research  focuses  on  whether 
“she-males”  gain  their  special  power  genetically  or 
whether  it  arises  during  snake  youth. 


japanese  women  protest  official’s 
statements  on  rape 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  A  local  organization  of 
Japanese  immigrant  women,  Group  Nawa,  is  pro¬ 
testing  public  statements  of  an  Education  Ministry 
official  in  Japan  that  support  rape.  Group  Nawa 
members  are  joining  feminist  organizations  in  Japan 
in  calling  for  the  resignation  of  Shumon  Miura,  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Agency  of  Cultural  Affairs  of  the  Education 
Ministry. 

In  the  December  1984  issues  of  “City  Runner,”  a 
sports  magazine  published  in  Tokyo,  Miura  wrote, 
“When  asked  why  i  jog,  I  have  often  answered,  ‘I  run, 
swim  and  exercise  with  dumbbells  to  have  enough 
physical  power  and  energy  to  enable  me  to  rape  a 
woman  if  I  wanted.’  I  also  used  to  say,  ‘Rape  is  a 
heinous  act  and  certainly  not  a  gentlemanly  thing  to 
do.  However,  it  is  a  shame  if  a  man  is  not  strong 
enough  to  violate  a  woman.’” 

In  another  article,  that  appeared  just  before  his 
appointment  as  government  official  “to  direct 
cultural  affairs,”  Miura  said,  “Rapists  should  attack 
women  whose  sense  of  virtue  is  such  that  they  ex¬ 
pose  themselves  in  nude  magazines....  They  might 
even  boast  of  being  seen  as  sexually  attractive  when 
they  are  molested.” 

“We  are  not  so  surprised  when  men  are  insen¬ 
sitive  about  the  needs  and  rights  of  women,  but  for  a 
Japanese  government  official  to  speak  and  write 
publicly  about  rape  like  this,  as  if  it  were  something  to 
joke  about,  is  outrageous,”  said  Fumie  Watanabe,  a 
member  of  Group  Nawa. 

Women  of  the  Rape  Crisis  Center  in  Tokyo,  and 
several  other  Japanese  women’s  groups,  are  cam¬ 
paigning  for  Miura’s  resignation  as  a  public  official. 
They  are  also  protesting  such  chauvinistic 
statements,  which  encourage  the  use  of  a  violent 
crime  as  a  measure  of  physical  fitness. 

Group  Nawa  urges  American  women,  as  well  as 
other  Asian  sisters,  to  join  the  protest  by  writing 
directly  to  Miura  at  this  address: 

Miura  Shumon 

Director,  Cultural  Affairs  Agency 
Ministry  of  Education 
Kasumigaseki,  Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo,  Japan 

Group  Nawa  asks  that  copies  of  letters  sent  to 
Miura  be  sent  to  them  at  20  Bertie  Minor  Lane  No.  3, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94115. 


new  Zealand  gay  law  reform  up  against 
the  right 

WELLINGTON,  New  Zealand  —  On  March  8, 
1985,  the  Homosexual  Law  Reform  Bill  was  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  Parliament  here  by  Labour  Party 
Member  Fran  Wilde.  The  bill,  which  faces  intense 
rightwing  opposition,  would  decriminalize  homosex¬ 
uality  and  include  sexual  orientation  in  the  New 
Zealand  Human  Rights  Act  to  give  basic  protection  to 
lesbians  and  gay  men  in  areas  of  housing,  employ¬ 
ment,  and  access  to  goods  and  services.  Currently, 
gay  men  are  subject  to  seven  years’  imprisonment  for 
anal  intercourse. 

According  to  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Network  of 
Mobilization  for  Survival  (MOBE),  public  opinion 
surveys  had  indicated  that  reform  would  receive  wide¬ 
spread  support  and  the  bill  passed  with  a  large  ma¬ 
jority  on  its  first  reading.  However,  a  well-organized 
and  -financed  attack  against^  the  bill  has  been 
launched  by  four  MPs  and  by  rightwing  religious 
groups.  A  petition  opposing  the  bill  is  being  taken 
door-to-door  by  the  Salvation  Army  (a  branch  of  the 
organization  Which  in  New  York  City  refused  to  com¬ 
ply  with  Executive  Order  50  requiring  groups  or 
businesses  with  city  contracts  to  sign  a  non¬ 
discrimination  statement  regarding  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion). 

The  petition,  supported  by  the  Reformed  Church, 
the  Assembly  of  God,  and  other  fundamentalist 
sects,  has  thus  far  gathered  750,000  signatures  in  a 
country  with  a  population  of  three  million.  Sixty  per¬ 
cent  of  the  students  at  a  teachers’  training  college 
signed  under  threat  of  being  considered  unsuitable 
as  teachers  if  they  did  not. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Network  of  MOBE  also 
reports  that  full-page  ads  are  running  in  newspapers 
throughout  New  Zealand  with  headlines  such  as, 
“Don’t  legalize  the  spread  of  AIDS.”  Hundreds  of  anti¬ 
lesbian  and  -gay  rallies  have  been  held,  with  speakers 
such  as  Pastor  Richard  Flinn,  who  has  been  calling 
for  the  death  sentence  for  gays  and  lesbians. 
Literature  produced  by  the  rightwing  campaign  is 
reportedly  drawn  from  that  of  U.S.  anti-gay  fanatics 
and  contains  quotes  from  Dr.  Paul  Cameron  and 
Judge  Murtagh. 

The  Gay  Task  Force  of  New  Zealand  has  said  it 
believes  the  campaign  is  not  only  influenced  by  U.S. 
homophobes,  but  also  sponsored  by  U.S.  organiza¬ 
tions.  Alison  J.  Laurie,  spokesperson  for  the  task 
force,  stated,  “We  think  this  campaign  is  being 
financed  and  organized  by  U.S.  fundamentalist 
groups  including  the  Salvation  Army.  Apart  from  the 
use  of  American  material,  the  sums  of  money  in¬ 
volved  and  the  style  of  the  campaign  bear  all  the  hall¬ 
marks  of  U.S.  moral  imperialism.”  Laurie  also  sug¬ 
gested  the  U.S.  Right  has  targetted  New  Zealand  be¬ 
cause  of  the  country’s  recent  implementation  of  an 
anti-nuclear  policy  forbidding  U.S.  naval  vessels  car¬ 
rying  nuclear  weapons  access  to  New  Zealand  ports. 

The  Homosexual  Law  Reform  Bill  is  currently  be¬ 
fore  a  parliamentary  select  committee,  which  is  hear¬ 
ing  submissions  both  for  and  against  it.  The  commit¬ 
tee  will  report  back  to  Parliament,  either  recommend¬ 
ing  the  bill  proceed  unamended  or  with  a  recommen¬ 
dation  for  amendments.  The  bill  will  then  return  to 
Parliament  for  a  second  and  third  reading. 

*  *  * 

Support  from  Australian  lesbians  and  gay  men 
for  the  Homosexual  Law  Reform  Bill  is  growing. 
Sydney  gay  activist  Kendall  Lovett  reports  that  the 
Gay  Legal  Rights  Coalition  in  Melbourne  has  sent  let¬ 
ters  of  support  to  New  Zealand  and  arranged  a  picket 
of  the  New  Zealand  Tourist  Bureau  on  August  16.  In 
Sydney  the  Gay  Solidarity  Group  organized  an  August 
16  picket  outside  the  New  Zealand  Consulate 
General. 

In  the  U.S.,  a  demonstration  against  the  Salva¬ 
tion  Army  is  scheduled  for  Saturday,  September  7,  2 
p.m.  in  New  York  City  at  their  headquarters. 


armed  robbery  at  skyline  baths 

BOSTON  —  In  the  early  morning  hours  of  July  21 , 
an  armed  robber  went  into  the  Skyline  Baths  and 
robbed  the  cashier  at  gunpoint.  A  witness  to  the  inci¬ 
dent  who  contacted  GCN  said  the  robber  fired  his  gun 
once,  but  apparently  nobody  was  hurt.  Although 
money  was  apparently  taken  from  the  cash  register, 
none  of  the  patrons  was  robbed. 

The  witness,  whose  story  was  corroborated  by 
another  man  also  present,  said  he  was  also  con¬ 
cerned  with  what  he  viewed  as  inadequate  security. 
He  said  there  are  no  locked  doors  before  the  front 
desk,  which  is  near  a  common  area. 

While  a  person  answering  the  telephone  at  the 
bath  acknowledged  a  robbery  had  occurred,  Bath 
manager  Norell  Gardner  would  not  comment  on  the 
matter. 

—  filed  by  Christine  Guilfoy 
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Suit  to  be  filed 

Man  with  ARC  Cites  Confidentiality  Breach 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  A  man  who  was 
diagnosed  with  AIDS-Related 
Complex  (ARC)  is  filing  suit 
against  his  employer  because  a 
rumor  that  he  has  “AIDS”  was 
spread  throughout  the  company 
after  he  told  a  supervisor  of  his 
diagnosis. 

Paul  Cronan,  an  employee  of 
12  years  in  the  South  Boston  office 
of  the  New  England  Telephone 
Company,  is  considering  bringing 
suit  for  breach  of  confidentiality 
and  emotional  distress.  He  is  cur¬ 
rently  out  of  work  on  medical 
disability.  His  story  starts  this  past 
May,  when  he  was  diagnosed  with 
ARC  and  was  receiving  treatments 
during  evening  appointments. 
Cronan  switched  to  a  new  doctor 
w'ho  was  able  to  provide  treat¬ 
ment,  but  only  during  the  daytime. 

When  Cronan  needed  time  off 
from  work,  his  supervisor,  Charles 
O’Brien,  questioned  him  about 
why  he  needed  medical  treatment 
and  told  him  he  needed  to  be  told 
what  was  wrong.  “I  said  to  him, 
would  he  hold  it  in  strictest  con¬ 
fidence,”  Cronan  said,  adding, 
“It  was  hard  for  me  to  give  that  in¬ 
formation  out.  I  told  him  I  had 
ARC.  I  stressed  1  did  not  have 
AIDS  and  that  I  was  being 
followed....  A  few  days  after,  he 
said  I  had  an  appointment  with  the 
[company]  medical  department. 
They  couldn’t  tell  me  who  made 
the  appointment.  [O’Brien]  said 
he  didn’t  make  the  appointment.” 

At  the  time,  said  Cronan,  he  had 
told  nobody  else  in  the  company 
about  his  illness,  not  even  friends. 


He  also  said  he  was  in  good  health, 
having  a  perfect  attendance  record 
for  the  previous  ten  months.  But 
after  he  told  O’Brien  of  his  illness 
he  began  to  hear  rumors  in  the 
company  that  he  had  AIDS. 
Although  Cronan  works  in  South 
Boston,  employees  in  at  least  two 
other  offices,  Needham  and 
Brookline,  were  discussing  his 
having  “AIDS.” 

A  friend  of  Cronan’s  in  the 
Brookline  office,  Natalie  Adams, 
said,  “I  heard  that  he  had  AIDS, 
word  was  going  around.  Paul 
wasn’t  even  working  in  this  office 
[but]  word  hit  here  fast.”  She  said 
she  heard  it  from  a  worker  who  in 
turn  had  heard  it  from  a  foreman. 
When  asked  if  people  who  were 
talking  about  it  were  afraid  of 
catching  AIDS,  she  replied, 
“Definitely,  most  definitely.” 
Adams  said  she  knew  of  no  efforts 
on  the  part  of  the  company  to 
squelch  the  rumors. 

A  worker  in  the  Needham  of¬ 
fice,  according  to  Cronan,  told 
him  that  a  “face  to  face”  meeting 
was  called  by  manager  Jim  Dyson 
to  discuss  the  matter.  Although 
GCN  was  able  to  confirm  a 
meeting  did  occur,  the  content 
could  not  be  verified.  One  report 
had  Dyson  telling  workers  that  he 
had  spoken  to  a  doctor  who  said 
Cronan  did  not  have  AIDS  and 
was  not  infectious.  Dyson  told 
GCN  he  would  not  discuss  the 
matter  “on  the  record.” 

Officials  and  workers  generally 
refused  comment  on  the  matter. 
O’Brien  hung  up  after  saying,  “I 


have  no  questions  to  answer.” 
Peter  Cronin  of  the  company’s 
public  relations  department  said 
company  policy  forbids  discussion 
about  an  individual  employee. 
When  presented  an  outline  of  the 
case,  Cronin  rejoined,  “I  have  no¬ 
thing  to  say  about  any  of  the  mat¬ 
ters  you’ve  discussed.” 

But  the  rumors  were  not  the  on¬ 
ly  part  of  the  Cronan  story;  he  also 
complained  that  company  doctors 
contradicted  what  his  own  doctor. 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  When  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Social  Services  (DSS) 
Commissioner  Marie  Matava 
called  a  press  conference  to  pre¬ 
sent  her  department’s  new  regula¬ 
tions,  discussion  of  the  250  pages 
centered  on  one  page:  family 
placement  preference.  Questions 
from  the  press  focused  on  the  new 
foster  policy  which  virtually  ex¬ 
cludes  lesbians  and  gay  men  from 
foster  parenting. 

Public  hearings  on  the  regula¬ 
tions  are  being  held  on  August  22, 
as  GCN  goes  to  press;  a  contingent 
organized  by  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  (GLDC)  is  at¬ 
tending  those  hearings  to  testify 
against  the  placement  regulations. 

Also  announced  at  the  press 
conference' was  the  resignation  of 
Assistant  Commissioner  Joseph 
Collins,  who  had  given  final  ap¬ 
proval  to  the  placement  of  two 
foster  children  in  the  home  of  two 
gay  men,  Donald  Babets  and 
David  Jean.  The  children  were  re¬ 
moved  from  the  Babets/Jean 
home  when  the  story  was  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Boston  Globe  and  the 
Boston  Herald.  The  incident  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  development  of  a  new 
policy  by  Secretary  of  Human  Ser¬ 
vices,  Philip  Johnston,  which  pro¬ 
vides  a  hierarchy  of  placement 
suitability  based  on  notions  of  the 
superiority  of  the  “traditional” 
family.  At  the  time,  Matava  said 
the  policy  would  make  it  “highly 
unlikely”  that  gay  people  would 
be  foster  parents. 

The  new  regulations,  the  first 
revision  since  they  were  originally 
written  in  1980,  are  based  on 
statutes  regarding  foster  care  and 

N.H.  Policy 

Continued  from  page  I 
tion.” 

Lorri  Platt  of  the  attorney 
general’s  office  claimed  that  the 
office  had  not  seen  the  directive  as 
of  August  16.  However,  a  meeting 
between  that  office  and  the  divi¬ 
sion  was  held  August  21,  and  a 
proper  procedure  for  adopting  the 
directive  is  expected  to  result.  The 
NHCLU  intends  to  testify  against 
the  policy  when  the  public  hearing 
is  scheduled.  In  addition,  they  will 
consider  challenging  the  legality  of 
the  rule  should  it  closely  resemble 
the  June  28  directive.  “It  is  clear,” 
Meyer  said,  “that  the  division 
should  have  enacted  the  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Procedures  Act  from 
the  beginning.  Now  they  are  only 
looking  for  a  rationale  for  a  rule 
they  have  already  adopted.” 

Linda  Kent,  Director  of.  Youth 
Services,  Inc.,  of  Keene,  the 
private  licensing  agency  involved 
with  Thomas  Herman,  indicated 
that  the  division  directive  is  being 
followed  despite  its  questionable 
legality.  She  added  that  the  local 
agencies  are  required  to  follow  any 
mandate  that  the  state  issues,  and 
that  “it  would  not  be  in  the 
children’s  best  interest  for  an 
agency  to  bring  themselves 


an  expert  in  the  treatment  of  AIDS 
and  ARC,  had  told  him.  Cronan 
said  he  was  ordered  to  go  to  the 
company  medical  department, 
where  on  his  first  visit  he  was  told 
by  Ruth  Jordan,  MD,  that  he  was 
“fine.”  He  was  asked  to  return  for 
a  second  time  with  a  Dr.  O’Neil. 
O’Neil,  according  to  Cronan, 
looked  at  his  throat,  weighed  him 
and  reviewed  blood  te&ts  that  had 
been  done  in  1978.  As  a  result  of 
the  examination,  O’Neil  wrote 


also  incorporate  Department  of 
Human  Services  policy.  The 
regulations  on  family  placement 
preference  are  based  on  the  policy 
issued  last  May  by  Secretary 
Johnston. 

At  the  press  conference,  Matava 
noted  that  before  the  regulations 
can  be  finalized,  there  must  be  a 
public  hearing;  hence,  the  hearing 
taking  place  on  August  22,  in 
^Worcester.  In  addition,  written 
testimony  will  be  accepted  until 
September  10.  But  what  part  will 
public  testimony  play  in  the  final 
version  of  the  regulations?  Com¬ 
ments  made  by  Matava  to  GCN 
hold  little  hope  that  any  public 
testimony  would  affect  the  fi¬ 
nalized  version  of  the  placement 
policy.  She  said  the  placement 
regulations  are  based  on  Executive 
Office  of  Human  Services  policy 
and  likened  testimony  against  the 
regulation  to  testifying  against 
regulations  which  are  based  on 
stature.  When  asked  if  that  meant 
public  testimony  will  have  no  af¬ 
fect  in  shaping  the  final  regula¬ 
tions  on  placement  preference, 
Matava  replied,  “Let’s  wait  and 
see  what  the  testimony  is.’’ 

In  spite  of  this,  the  GLDC  has 
vowed  to  be  a  visible  presence  at 
the  hearings,  where  they  will  once 
again  publicly  oppose  the  policy 
and  regulations.  Said  one  member 
of  the  GLDC,  Sue  Hyde,  “I’ll  be 
there  with  bells  on.” 

Although  much  of  the  August 
20  press  conference  with  Matava 
covered  foster  care  by  lesbian  and 
gay  parents,  no  new  ground  was 
broken,  with  the  commissioner 


notoriety  by  challenging  the 
state.”  Kent  had  earlier  told  GCN 
that  lesbian/gay  placements  are 
appropriate  for  some  children, 
“especially  when  the  parents  are 
upfront  about  their  sexuality  and 
can  provide  a  solid  home  environ¬ 
ment.”  Thomas  Herman  received 
a  letter  in  mid-July  revoking  his 
license  to  operate  a  foster  care 
facility. 

Gail  DeGoosh,  foster  care 
specialist  with  the  division,  admit¬ 
ted  that  the  policy  was  not  legally 
binding.  Though  no  one  has 
challenged  the  directive,  she  in¬ 
dicated  that  “if  anyone  did,  the 
division  would  probably  lose.” 
The  division  intends  to  form  a 
committee  comprised  of  foster 
parents,  agency  staff,  and 
members  of  the  Action  Committee 
for  Foster  Parents,  a  subdivision 
of  Child  and  Family  Services  of 
Manchester,  to  draft  the  formal 
policy.  DeGoosh  could  not 
estimate  when  the  committee 
would  propose  the  “new”  policy 
and  did  not  see  any  need  to  revoke 
the  current  directive  in  the  mean¬ 
time. 

In  a  related  development, 
Sullivan  County  (NH)  Represen¬ 
tative  Mildred  Ingram  has  filed  a 
Legislative  Services  Request 


“AIDS  anxiety”  on  Cronan’s 
chart. 

Cronan  said  even  after  O’Neil 
was  told  that  he  had  once  had 
cytomegalovirus  (CMV)rand  hepa- 
titis-B  infections,  the  doc*or  told 
him  his  chances  of  contracting 
AIDS  were  “very  slim.”  Accord¬ 
ing  to  Cronan,  the  first  time 
O’Neil  reacted  was  when  he  told 
him  he  was  gay.  Cronan,  who  has 
had  swollen  lymph  nodes,  thrush, 
continued  on  page  12 


maintaining  the  policy  does  not 
prohibit  anybody  from  being 
foster  parents.  In  response  to 
questions,  she  said  she  has  ap¬ 
proved  200  placements  in  “non- 
traditional”  families  since  the 
policy  was  announced.  She  said 
none  of  these  were  in  lesbian  or 
gay  households  and  that  she  had 
not  been  asked  to  approve  any 
such  households.  However,, 
sources  close  to'DSS  have  said  the 
policy  has  a  chilling  effect  on  DSS 
workers,  who  are  steering  clear  of 
placements  which  they  believe 
would  not  be  approved.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  it  is  difficult  to  assess  what 
effect  the  new  policy  will  have  on 
gay  people  who  were  considering 
foster  parenthood. 

Matava  also  told  reporters  that 
Collins’  August  6  resignation  was 
not  a  result  of  any  of  the  recent 
controversies.  Collins  had  submit¬ 
ted  his  resignation  to  the  commis¬ 
sioner  in  May  following  publicity 
on  the  Babets/Jean  case,  but  it  had 
been  refused.  Collins’  resignation 
will  be  effective  January  of  1986. 
Collins  told  reporters  that  he 
“supports”  the  new  foster  care 
policy  but  would  not  respond  to 
questions  about  his  “thoughts” 
on  the  policy. 

Reporters  also  questioned 
Matava  about  persistent  reports 
that  she  also  would  resign  in  the 
near  future  because  of  public  con¬ 
troversies  which  have  plagued  the 
agency.  In  addition  to  lesbian  and 
gay  foster  care,  there  have  been 
several  highly  publicized  accounts 
of  individual  cases  which  DSS  has 
been  accused  of  mishandling. 


(LSR),  indicating  her  intent  to 
submit  a  bill  this  legislative  session 
entitled  an  “Act  Prohibiting 
Homosexuals  from  Adopting  or 
Operating  Foster  Care  Homes.” 
The  content  of  the  bill  is  not  yet 
available,  but  must  be  submitted 
by  October.  Jan  Schaffer,  lobbyist 
for  the  New  Hampshire  Women’s 
Lobby,  acknowledged  that  the 
success  of  the  bill  will  depend  on 
the  support  of  other,  well- 
respected  legislators.  With  such 
support,  Schaffer  feels  that  the  bill 
may  be  “one  of  the  most 
dangerous  pieces  of  legislation  this 
session  and  one  of  the  most  dif¬ 
ficult  to  defeat.” 

Last  spring,  a  bill  sponsored  by 
Ingram  which  would  have  made 
the  donation  of  blood  by  lesbians 
and  gay  men  a  felony  offense  was 
defeated.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  12,  No. 
30.) 

A  citizens’  rights  organization  is 
now  forming  to  respond  to  lesbian 
and  gay  legislative  issues, 
specifically  Ingram’s  proposed 
legislation.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
group,  which  may  also  address  the 
foster  policy  directive,  will  be  in 
Concord  on  September  12,  6:30 
p.m.  For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  Celeste  Gosselin  at  (603) 
228-9009. 


In  London 

Nazis  Threaten 
Women’s  Center 


By  Mary  Hawryshkiw  _ 

LONDON  —  The  Kings 
Cross  Women’s  Centre  in  Lon¬ 
don  has  won  its  battle  with 
police  for  24-hour  protection 
after  being  threatened  with 
murder  and  arson  by  a  Nazi 
organization. 

On  July  9,  the  Kings  Cross 
Women’s  Centre  received  a  let¬ 
ter  from  a  Nazi  organization 
which  warned  the  women  to 
vacate  by  July  15,  or  they  and 
the  center  would  be  burned 
out.  The  letter  was  addressed  to 
the  English  Collective  of  Pro¬ 
stitutes,  one  of  the  groups 
based  at  the  center.  The  threat 
came  on  the  stationery  of  an 
organization  calling  itself 
SONAR  — ■  Secret  Organisation 
for  National  Recovery  —  and 
featured  a  large  swastika  and 
submachine  gun  in  its  letter¬ 
head. 

The  center  immediately 
notified  the  police,  demanding 
that  an  officer  be  posted  out¬ 
side  the  building  24  hours  a 
day. 

The  police  refused,  saying 
that  the  letter  could  just  be  the 
work  of  a  “crank.”  They  also 
said  they  didn’t  -have  enough 
officers  to  provide  24-hour  pro¬ 
tection,  although  police  have 
been  posted  round-the-clock  in 
a  prostitution  crackdown  in 
nearby  Argyle  Square.  “They 
‘cleaned  up’  Argyle  Square, 
but  the  Nazis  remain,”  said 
Gigi  Turner,  a  spokesperson 
for  the  center. 

The  women  moved  to  a  room 
in  Camden  Town  Hall,  the  seat 
of  local  government,  on  July 
1 1 ,  and  organized  a  picket  out¬ 
side  to  make  their  demands 
known. 

After  a  week  of  concerted 
pressure  from  groups  and  in¬ 
dividuals,  including  telegrams 
from  U.S.  women’s  groups  to 


the  London  chief  of  police,  the 
police  agreed  to  provide 
24-hour  protection  for  ten 
days.  The  center  also  received  a 
grant  from  the  local  govern¬ 
ment  for  fire  and  burglar 
alarms  and  other  security  im¬ 
provements. 

The  threat  from  SONAR  is 
the  latest  and  most  serious  in  a 
series  of  assaults  and  threats 
against  the  multi-racial 
women’s  center,  run  by  House¬ 
wives  in  Dialogue.  Previous  in¬ 
cidents  include  two  break-ins, 
women  forcibly  padlocked  in 
(from  the  outside)  after  dark, 
vandalism,  racist  sexual 
telephone  calls,  racist  and  anti¬ 
gay  graffiti  on  the  front  door, 
and  an  attempt  by  a  National 
Front  supporter  to  gain  entry 
while  a  Black  women’s  meeting 
was  taking  place. 

In  response  to  these  attacks, 
the  Kings  Cross  Women’s  Cen¬ 
tre  organized  a  picket  last 
February  at  the  Ferndale  Hotel, 
a  local  hotel  widely  thought  to 
be  a  base  for  neo-fascist  activi¬ 
ty.  Over  500  women  and  men 
attended  the  protest  against 
National  Front  terrorism 
against  the  women’s  center  and 
the  community. 

An  anti-apartheid  organiza¬ 
tion  and  the  Ethnic  Minorities 
Unit  of  the  Greater  London 
Council  have  been  the  victims 
of  recent  firebomb  attacks,  as 
have  some  bookstores. 

The  Kings  Cross  Women’s 
Centre  has  been  trying  to  get 
new  and  safer  premises  since 
the  assualts  began,  but  has  not 
been  able  to  obtain  the 
necessary  funding. 

Letters  of  support  may  be 
sent  to  Kings  Cross  Women’s 
Centre,  P.O.  Box  287,  London 
NW6  5QU  England. 


Influence  of  testimony  questioned 

DSS  Press  Conference 
Focuses  on  Foster  Policy 
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Editorial 


End  of  the  Summer 
Update 


Next  week,  our  readers  will  need  to  look  for  diversions  other 
than  GCN,  since  this  is  the  week  of  our  annual  summer  vacation. 
Before  we  go  off,  though,  to  catch  the  last  glimpse  of  summer,  we 
want  to  give  our  readers  an  update  on  where  we  stand  financially, 
and  to  thank  everyone  who  has  responded  to  our  recent  pleas  for 
help.  Finally,  we  hope  you’ll.take  this  week  off  to  read  the  news  — 
lots  of  bad,  some  good  —  on  page  one,  and  reflect  on  what  life 
would  be  like  if  a  future  lack  of  funds  were  to  force  us  into  a 
permanent  “vacation.” 

*  *  * 

Three  months  after  we  first  announced  our  financial 
predicament,  you  have  helped  us  to  substantially  reduce  our 
$20,000+  debt.  Because  of  the  outpouring  of  contributions  from 
our  readers,  supporters,  and  advertisers  combined  with  our  fund¬ 
raising  efforts,  we  have  managed  to  pay  off  much  of  our  out¬ 
standing  debt,  including  a  hefty  chunk  to  our  printer,  that  went 
back  as  far  as  last  fall.  At  this  point,  the  bulk  of  the  money  we  owe 
falls  under  30-day  or  current  payables,  which  the  voices  of 
financial  orthodoxy  tell  us  is  as  it  should  be.  Thanks  to  our  readers 
for  helping  pull  us  through  these  tough  times. 

So  now  we  have  a  little  (but  not  much)  breathing  room  to  start 
planning  our  longer-term  strategy.  Essentially,  we’re  expanding 
on  several  fronts  —  through  subscription  drives,  fundraising 
events,  grantswriting,  and  advertising.  We  know  alternative 
papers  can  rarely  escape  financial  struggles,  so  we  have  mapped 
out  the  events,  activities,  grant  applications,  and  mailings  we  hope 
to  produce  in  the  next  12-month  period.  (We’re  also  looking  at 
ways  to  pare  down  our  already  meager  budget.) 

The  next  step,  however,  is  to  implement  and  guarantee  their 
success.  This  is  where  our  readers  and  supporters  come  in.  We 
have  outlined  below  different  ways  you  can  help  us  move  toward 
achieving  a  more  stable  financial  base,  so  we  in  turn  can  produce  a 
better  paper,  raise  staff  salaries  up  from  $150  per  week,  and  devote 
our  energies  to  something  other  than  contending  with  financial 
problems.  Without  on-going  community  support  —  both  financial 
and  volunteer  —  GCN  will  undoubtedly  face  a  similar  financial 
crisis  in  the  next  year. 

Here’s  what  you  can  do: 

First,  give  us  your  feedback.  To  help  with  our  planning,  in  a 


few  weeks  we  will  run  a  survey  for  readers.  We  want  to  get  a  better 
idea  of  who  our  readers  are,  and  what  you  like  (and  don’t  like) 
about  GCN.  The  more  responses  we  receive,  the  more  helpful  it  is. 

Come  to  GCN  events.  We’re  sponsoring  two  important 
Boston  area  events  in  early  September  —  a  poetry  reading  by 
Black,  lesbian  poet  Pat  Parker  on  September  7,  and  a  screening  of 
the  documentary  Pink  Triangles,  followed  by  a  panel  discussion 
on  homophobia  by  the  filmmakers,  on  September  14.  Details  for 
both  events  can  be  found  elsewhere  in  these  pages. 

Get  a  friend  to  subscribe.  We  recently  mailed  current 
subscribers  a  plea  for  this  and  enclosed  two  postage-paid 
envelopes.  If  you  haven’t  approached  a  friend,  lover,  or  family 
member  to  take  out  a  year’s  subscription,  now’s  the  time  to  make 
your  pitch.  A  major  goal  at  GCN  is  to  increase  our  subscriber 
base,  and  the  most  effective  way  we  have  to  do  this  is  to  ask  our 
readers  to  help  us.  (If  you  don’t  subscribe  currently,  now’s  the 
time  to  begin.) 

Do  business  with  GCN’s  advertisers.  Our  advertising 
revenues  are  up,  but  we  still  need  more.  When  you  use  the  products 
or  services  of  GCN  advertisers,  tell  them  you  saw  their  ad  in  the 
paper.  You’d  be  surprised  how  important  that  is. 

Help  us  plan  our  fundraising  activities.  If  you’re  a  Boston- 
area  reader,  plan  to  attend  one  of  two  fundraising  planning 
meetings  to  be  held  in  late  September.  Bring  your  ideas  and  your 
energy,  as  we  look  for  volunteers  to  help  out  on  specific  projects 
and  events.  (Details  when  we  come  back  from  vacation.) 

The  support  we  have  received  in  the  last  three  months 
demonstrates  our  community  values  GCN.  And  as  the  staff  of  a 
community-based,  membership-owned,  non-profit  newspaper,  we 
recognize  the  special  connection  to  our  readers.  We  encourage  all 
of  you  to  join  with  us  —  as  thousands  of  GCNe rs  have  over  the  last 
13  years  —  in  producing  and  supporting  GCN:  by  writing  articles 
and  letters,  by  volunteering  for  other  projects,  by  attending 
monthly  membership  meetings,  by  providing  us  with  valuable 
feedback  on  the  paper,  and  by  continuing  to  support  us  financially 
to  keep  us  coming  out  with  pride  50  weeks  a  year. 

GCN  editorials  reflect  the  opinions  of  the  paid,  full-time  staff 
collective. 


Community  Voices 


Defense  Committee 
Update 


greenham 
common:  alive  and 
well 


Defense  Committee 
Update 

“Foster  Equality”  buttons  are  now 
available  from  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Defense  Committee  (GLDC).  Send  one 
dollar  to  GLDC,  P.O.  Box  225,  Somer¬ 
ville,  MA  02144....  The  first  GLDC 
newsletter  has  been  published.  To  add 
your  name  to  the  mailing  list,  write  to  the 
above  address,  Attn:  Melanie....  A 
speakers’  training  session  has  been 
scheduled  by  the  committee  for  Sunday, 
September  8  at  6  p.m.  Call  576-6788  for 
details....  The  next  coordinating  com¬ 
mittee  meeting  open  to  the  public  has 
been  set  for  Tuesday,  September  3,  7 
p.m.  Call  491-4005  for  location  and  de¬ 
tails. 


Dukakis  Watch:  Tuesday,  August  27, 
noon  to  2  p.m.,  a  silent  picket  at  ground¬ 
breaking  ceremony,  Roxbury  Communi¬ 
ty  College,  corner  of  Dudley  and  Colum¬ 
bus....  Speakers’  Training  is  set  for  Sun¬ 
day,  September  8  at  6  p.m.  Call  576-6788 
for  details. 


we  stereotype  too! 

Dear  GCN, 

In  this  world  where  most  people  look  at  $$ 
signs  instead  of  people,  it  is  commendable  for  you 
to  provide  a  caring  service  to  those  inside  prison 
walls.  1  have  been  writing  to  several  people  now 
for  a  few  months  and  I  have  formed  close  bonds 
of  friendship  that  have  touched  my  life  deeply.  As 
those  who  have  dealt  with  homophobes  know, 
fear  and  ignorance  can  create  hurtful  barriers  that 
are  hard  to  break  down.  We  can  stereotype  those 
in  prison  just  as  we  are  stereotyped  by  society,  out 
of  fear  and  ignorance. 

1  find  those  I  write  to  hopeful  and  encouraging. 
And  many  a  down  day  has  been  lifted  by  a  letter 
from  one  of  these  beautiful  people.  If  we  are 
working  for  the  rights  of  all  and  peace  for  all, 
none  of  these  can  be  accomplished  until  all  people 
can  be  accepted  where  they  are  and  for  who  they 
are. 

I  encourage  all  who  have  never  reached  out  to  a 
prisoner  to  try  it  . . .  You  may  be  surprised  at  the 
real  and  beautiful  person  who  reaches  back. 
Linda  Roberts, 

W.  Warwick,  R1 


Dear  GCN: 

The  women  of  Greenham  Common  are  still 
alive  and  kicking! 

I  just  resturned  from  a  brief  stay  at  the 
Women’s  Peace  Camp  at  the  RAF  (USAF)  Air¬ 
base  at  Greenham  Common,  England,  and  since 
the  media  seems  to  have  blacked  out  all  news  of 
the  women’s  long-time  presence,  I  asked  the 
women  there  what  they  would  like  me  to  tell 
Americans  about  Greenham.  The  overwhelming 
response  was,  “We  need  more  women!” 

There  are  nine  gates  punctuating  the  eight-mile 
circumference  of  patched  and  repatched  green 
fence  scarred  by  women  who  keep  cutting 
through  the  “top  security”  of  the  base.  At  each 
gate  there  are  two  to  seven  women  maintaining  a 
constant  vigil  every  hour  of  every  day,  winter  or 
summer,  with  no  protection  other  than  pieces  of 
plastic  fashioned  into  makeshift  tents.  Since  the 
bailiffs  evict  the  women  every  day  now,  some¬ 
times  twice  a  day,  there  is  no  time  to  dismantle 
tents;  food,  personal  belongs,  “tents”  and 
firewood  will  be  immediately  destroyed  if  they  are 
not  cleared  out  within  three  minutes  of  a  bailiff’s 
arrival.  (At  the  main  gate,  women  store  food  in 
baby  carriages  to  be  swiftly  wheeled  down  the 
road  when  evicted!) 

Day  and  night  we  watched  neatly  attired  men 
and  women  drive  in  and  out  of  the  base  on 
military  business.  In  the  morning  and  afternoon 
children  were  bused  in  and  out  of  the  school  and 
playground  on  the  base,  and  they  are  no  more  ap¬ 
preciative  of  our  struggle  for  peace  than  are  their 
parents.  As  I  stood  on  a  quiet  edge  of  the  base 
watching  two  Girl  Scouts  playing  on  a  slide,  they 
caught  sight  of  me  and  started  flailing  their  arms 
and  screaming,  “Go  Away!”  Quite  a  bizarre  and 
depressing  experience  for  this  ex-Girl  Scout! 

The  women  at  Greenham  are  young,  middle- 
aged  and  old,  straight,  bisexual  and  lesbian,  and 
from  varying  backgrounds  and  countries.  They 
are  devoting  a  few  days  a  month,  half  of  their 
time,  or  living  every  single  day  at  the  edge  of  the 
airbase  where  the  U.S.  has  installed  the  cruise 
missiles  which  have  the  power  to  end  all  civiliza¬ 
tion.  They  are  actively  resisting  this  death  threat 
every  day;  take  inspiration  from  these  women  I  If 
you  would  like  to  visit  or  send  letters  of  support, 
they  can  be  reached  at: 

Greenham  Common  Women’s  Peace  Camp 
Main  Gate 

RAF  Greenham  Common 
No.  Newbury 
Berkshire 
ENGLAND 
In  peace  and  resistance, 

Liz  Nania 
Brookline,  MA 


documenting  the 

anti-porn 

movement 

Dear  GCN: 

To  set  the  record  straight,  in  an  article  by 
Janice  Irvine  “Porn  —  What’s  best  for  women” 
appearing  in  GCN  August  3,  1985,  Irvine  states, 
“The  porn  terrain  had  been  uncontested  since  the 
formation  of  Women  Against  Pornography 
(WAP)  and  other  anti-porn  groups  in  1979.” 

Although  unintentional  I’m  sure,  Irvine  makes 
it  sound  as  if  1979  was  the  beginning  of  an 
organized  feminist  anti-pornography  movement. 

In  October  of  1977  approximately  2,000 
women  marched  through  San  Francisco’s  por¬ 
nography  district  in  the  first  U.S.  Take  Back  the 
Night  march.  By  1978,  Women  Against  Violence 
in  Pornography  and  Media,  a  San  Francisco- 
based  organization  of  4,000  dues  paying 
members,  was  well  underway.  They  folded  in 
1983  for  financial  reasons. 

I  was  in  the  ’77  march  and  am  a  former 
employee  of  WAVPM.  It  is  the  consistent  censor¬ 
ship  of  Women’s  History  that  leaves  Irvine  not  at 
fault  and  myself  grateful  for  this  opportunity  to 
document  our  movement. 

Page  Mellish 

Staff,  Feminists  Fighting  Pornography 
New  York,  NY 


Pat  Parker 

Paine  Hall 
Harvard  University 

Saturday,  September  7,  8  pm 

$5  (more  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can't) 
to  Benefit  Gay  Community  News 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Community  Voices - 

this  conservative 
likes  gen 

Dear  GCN: 

As  times  I  react  to  GCN  along  the  lines  com¬ 
mented  on  by  Eric  V.  Johnson  in  his  August  3  let¬ 
ter.  It  is  true  that  GCN  has  become  topheavy  with 
lesbian  issues  the  last  year  or  two.  Some  issues 
give  me  more  lesbian  news  than  1  really  want,  but 
initially  one  of  my  reasons  for  subscribing  was 
that  GCN  regularly  reported  on  the  lesbian  scene 
and  I  wanted  to  know  something  about  it.  I  am 
not  a  boy  lover,  but  GCN  gave  me  information 
about  man/boy  love  that  opened  my  intellectual 
horizons  to  that  topic.  Sometimes  writers  are  too 
far,  much  too  far,  to  the  left  for  me,  but  I  respect 
their  views  and  know  that  1  will  not  learn  about 
their  ideas  and  attitudes  so  well  in  any  other  gay 
publications  that  1  can  easily  read.  Sometimes  1  wish 
that  GCN  put  less  emphasis  on  Boston  since  it  is  my 
only  weekly  source  of  gay  news,  but  I  realize  that  the 
less  emphasis  on  Boston  since  it  is  my  only  weekly 
source  of  gay  news,  but  1  realize  that  the 
preponderance  of  CCA  readers  are  in  the  Boston 
area  and  their  needs  and  interests  have  to  be  put 
before  mine. 

I  spent  eight  years  living  and  working  in  the 
Third  World  and  take  an  interest  in  news  from 
Third  World  gays.  No  other  major  gay  publica¬ 
tion  with  a  greater  frequency  than  quarterly 
brings  me  as  much  news  from  the  Third  World  as 
GCN  does.  Now  and  then  Mike  becomes  overly 
sentimental  (in  my  view)  about  prisoners  (I 
believe  that  some  prisoners  deserve  to  be  where 
they  are,  and  1  am  not  100%  opposed  to  the  death 
penalty),  but  I  support  the  prisoner  program  by 
writing  to  several  prisoners  and  by  contributing  to 
subscriptions  for  prisoners. 

GCN  and  GCN  staff  are  not  perfect. 
Sometimes  they  publish  drivel  and  even  (at  times) 
rubbish.  I  will  not  say  that  what  I  consider  drivel 
or  rubbish  does  not  deserve  to  be  published.  If, 
however,  I  consider  that  any  article,  feature,  or 
letter  does  not  deserve  to  be  read,  I  can  (and  do) 
stop  reading  it.  1  almost  always  find  something  to 
interest  me  on  the  front  page,  in  News  Notes,  in 
Community  Voices,  in  Speaking  Out,  and  in 
Prisoners  Seeking  Friends.  Even  if  1  do  not  find 
anything  else  in  a  particular  issue  to  interest  me 
beyond  those  pages  or  sections,  I  feel  that  receiv¬ 
ing  the  issue  was  worthwhile.  1  think  Eric  John¬ 
son’s  suggestion  that  readers  write  to  GCN  to  ex¬ 
press  themselves  about  what  displeases  them  in 
GCN  is  commendable,  but  I  regret  seeing  him 
withhold  financial  support. 

I  was  especialy  pleased  to  find  John.  Kyper’s 
report  on  Mexico  City’s  seventh  annual  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride  March,  the  article  on  the  Erie, 
Penn.,  gay  will  decision,  and  Helaine  Harris’s  ex¬ 
cellent  Speaking  Out  in  the  July  27  issue.  I  would 
like  to  find  so  many  items  to  interest  me  in  every 
issue.  I  know  that  is  asking  too  much,  though, 
and  I  will  continue  to  give  my  support  through 
letters,  through  some  gift  subscriptions,  and 
through  other  contributions  of  money  as  I  can  af¬ 
ford.  I  appreciate  GCA  even  though  I  am  rather 
conservative. 

For  Gay  Togetherness, 

Glenn  L.  Sitzmann 
Mayaguez,  Puerto  Rico 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  thirteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub¬ 
scribed  yet?  You  save  $21.00 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

My  name  is _ Address _ 

City _ State _ Zip _ 

New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 

1  year  $29.00  $ 
25  weeks  $17.50  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $10.00  $ 

I  would  tike  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $ 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $ 

These  rates  are  for  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  for  foreign, 
including  Canada  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated. 

Mail  to:  GCA  Subscriptions,  167  Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 

GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  foundation. 


the  community 
must  deal  with 
aids 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  in  a  struggle  for  survival  because  of 
AIDS. 

We  did  not  expect  it,  we  would  like  to  deny  it, 
but  here  it  is.  And  all  through  the  community,  we 
have  a  crisis  of  spirit. 

AIDS  has  already  taken  some  of  our  finest 
brothers;  it  will  take  more.  Already  there  are 
more  than  1 1 ,000  cases  in  the  country.  There  are 
900  cases  in  Los  Angeles  County  alone.  AIDS 
presents  our  community  with  a  crisis  of  the  spirit 
as  well  as  a  health  crisis. 

Together  we  can  make  it  through  this  horrible 
nightmare  that  is  AIDS.  We  can  support  those 
who  are  sick  and  dying;  we  can  comfort  friends 
and  families;  we  can  learn  about  and  give 
assistance  (time  and  money)  to  local  AIDS 
organizations. 

We  need  your  help,  not  just  to  make  it  through 
this  health  crisis;  but  also  to  make  sure  we  grow 
ever  stronger  as  a  community  through  all  of  this. 
We  need  your  strength,  we  need  your  compas¬ 
sion,  we  need  your  commitment.  Since  there  is  no 
cure  and  no  vaccine  in  sight,  education  and 
preventive  behavior  are  essential  to  stop  the 
spread  of  AIDS.  No  one  can  do  this  for  us. 

Each  person  needs  to  make  important  decisions 
for  him/her  self.  We  would  like  you  to  think 
about  the  following: 

1.  Learn  safe  sex  guidelines  and  begin  incor¬ 
porating  them  into  your  life.  Most  gay  organiza¬ 
tions  provide  this  information. 

2.  Encourage  your  friends  to  talk  about  AIDS. 
Their  fears  and  worries,  their  habits  and  life¬ 
styles. 

3.  Give  time  and/or  support  to  an  AIDS 
organization. 

4.  Enjoy  lots  of  safe  sex  with  the  few  partners 
you  know  well. 

5 .  Avoid  multiple,  anonymous  contacts  that  in-  ' 
volve  unsafe  sex  practices,  avoid  going  to  the 
baths. 

6.  Encourage  your  favorite  bar,  your  physi¬ 
cian,  and  your  club  to  post  useful  information 
about  AIDS,  including  the  safe  sex  guidelines. 

'  7.  Take  care  of  yourself:  stay  healthy,  eat  well, 
exercise  regularly,  get  plenty  of  sleep. 

8.  Write  your  local,  state  and  federal  elected  of¬ 
ficials  and  urge  them  to  see  that  AIDS  research, 
education  and  direct  services  are  adequately 
funded. 

None  of  us  can  do  all  this  adequately  on  our 
own.  If  we  support  each  other  and  work  together, 
we  can  emerge  as  a  stronger  community  in  spite  of 
AIDS. 

Be  well. 

In  Community, 

Valerie  Terrigno,  Mayor 
Stephen  Schulte,  Councilmember 
John  Heilman,  Councilmember 
West  Hollywood,  CA 


valley  women’s  imbalanced 

martial  arts  coverage? 


Dear  GCN: 

Valley  Women’s  Martial  Arts,  Inc.  was  able  to 
offer  free  self  defense  classes  to  women  and 
children  last  year  through  a  grant  given  by  the 
Mass.  Dept,  of  Health.  Unfortunately,  that  grant 
has  not  been  extended  to  this  year  due  to  lack  of 
funds.  We  would  like  to  continue  offering  free 
classes  to  those  women  and  children  who  would 
not  otherwise  have  access  to  self  defense  training. 
We  received  excellent  feedback  from  last  year’s 
participants. 

We  are  attempting  to  raise  funds  for  this  pur¬ 
pose  in  a  variety  of  ways.  One  of  our  ideas  is  to 
organize  a  celebration  performance  to  be  held  in 
the  Fall  of  1985.  The  date  we  have  set  is  Sun., 
Sept.  22,  2-4  p.m.  at  the  Northampton  Center  for 
the  Arts,  Old  School  Commons,  New  South  St. 
This  event  will  include  dance,  music,  poetry,  mar¬ 
tial  arts,  etc.  revolving  around  the  theme  of 
“Celebrating  Our  Strength.”  The  performers  will 
be  women  of  varying  backgrounds,  abilities, 
cultural  perspectives,  etc.  who  will,  when  possi¬ 
ble,  engage  the  audience  in  participation.  We  are 
especially  interested  in  reaching  out  to  girls  and 
young  women. 

We  are  writing  you  this  letter  to  ask  if  you  or 
anyone  in  your  organization  has  the 
time/energy/ideas/skills  to  contribute  to  this 
event.  Our  hope  is  that  local  organizations  who 
would  directly  benefit  from  our  offering  free 
classes  will  want  to  become  involved  in  the  crea¬ 
tion  of  this  celebration. 

Here’s  how  you  can  help:  publicity,  ticket 
sales,  selling  program  ads,  childcare,  transporta¬ 
tion,  attending  the  event  with  your  friends,  con¬ 
tributing  money  and  ideas.  Please  write  and  tell  us 
how  you  can  help:  VWMA,  Inc.,  P.O.  Box  1064, 
Easthampton,  MA  01027. 

Sincerely, 

Valley  Women’s  Martial  Arts,  Inc. 

Easthampton,  MA 

Supporting  AAC 

In  recognition  of  the  work  of  the 
AIDS  Action  Committee  and  their 
efforts  to  keep  the  community  in¬ 
formed  of  important  events  regard¬ 
ing  AIDS,  GCN  is  introducing  a 
campaign  to  offset  their  advertising 
costs.  Any  donation  made  to  GCN 
and  directed  towards  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  will  be  matched  by 
the  paper  and  will  be  used  exclusive¬ 
ly  for  display  advertisments.  All 
tontfibu’ions  will  be  acknowledged 
by  the  Committee. 

Please  send  donations  to: 

GCN/ AAC 

167  Tremont  Street  ft 5 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 

Thank  you  from  both  GCN  and 
the  AIDS  Action  Committee. 


Dear  GCN: 

Eric  Johnson  (Community  Voices  8/3/85)  is 
not  alone.  He  has  put  into  words  what  1  have  been 
feeling  for  the  last  couple  of  years.  I  can  get  all  the 
politics  1  need  from  the  straight  press.  What  I 
want  from  GCN  is  a  balance  of  gay  and  lesbian 
news,  issues  that  are  not  (will  not)  be  addressed  by 
the  local  press.  Much  of  the  ‘untouchable’  news  is 
addressed  but  it  seems  to  be  mostly  women’s  con¬ 
cerns.  Hence  the  imbalance.  This  imbalance  in 
coverage  is  highlighted  in  (ironically)  the  issue 
carrying  Mr.  Johnson’s  letter.  That  issue  featured 
a  center  page  spread  entitled  ‘Pornography  — 
What’s  Best  for  Women?’.  The  previous  week? 

—  ‘Seeing  Our  Sexy  Selves  —  Lesbians  in  Sexual 
Recovery.’ 

For  several  years,  I  have  looked  to  GCN  for  an 
‘Eastern  Perspective’  on  news  of  my  community 

—  both  my  brothers  and  sisters.  Now  I’m  not  so 
sure  that  GCN  is  interested  in  anything  but  my 
money. 

Peter  Gabel 
San  Francisco,  CA 


Local  Reporter 

GCN  seeks  a  full-time  Local 
Reporter  to  begin  on  or  about  Oc¬ 
tober  1,  1985.  Position  involves  in¬ 
vestigating,  researching,  and  writing 
news  stories  concerning  Boston 
area/New  England  and,  as  neces¬ 
sary,  national  news  stories  as  well. 
Additionally,  will  participate  in  the 
paper’s  collective  decision-making 
process. 

Qualifications:  Strong  writing 
skills  and  ability  to  write  several 
news  stories  under  weekly  deadline 
pressures.  Knowledge  of  local/na¬ 
tional  gay/lesbian  community  and 
issues  helpful.  Must  have  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
’feminism,  anti-racist  politics,  and 
the  collective  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess. 

Salary:  $150/week,  plus  paid 
health/life  insurance,  three  weeks’ 
paid  vacation. 

To  apply:  Please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  as  soon  as  possible  to: 
Reporter  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor,  Boston, 
MA  02111. 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  of  color  are 
particularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


PINK  TRIANGLES 

a  film  about  prejudice  against 
lesbians  and  gay  men 

a  benefit  showing  for 

Gay  Community  News 

The  recent  rise  of  homophobia  will  be 
discussed  by  some  of  the  filmmakers  and 
members  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense 

Committee 

Saturday,  September  14th 
8:oo  p.m. 
Paine  Hall 

.  wheelchair  accessi  ble 

Harvard  University 
Cambridge,  MA 

Four  Dollars  in  Advance 

available  from  Gay  Community  News 

Five  Dollars  at  the  door 

Behind  the  Science  Center  _ Harvard  Square  T  stop 


Pink  Triangles  was  produced  by  the  Pink  Triangle  Collective  for  Cambridge 
Documentary  Films,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  filmmaking  and  distribution  organization. 
Rental/sale  of  the  film  is  available.  Contact  the  Cambridge  Documentary  Films  at 
P.O.  Box  385,  Cambridge.  MA  02139,  (617)  354-3677. 


YES,  I  would  like  to  buy _ tickets  at  $4  each. 

Enclosed  is  S _ . 

1  am  unable  to  attend  the  screening,  but  would  like  to  contribute  $ 

- - — - - - 


c»y  _ _  sw.  -  z<p  - 

RETURN  TO: 

Gay  Community  News/Pink  Triangles 
167  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 

All  contributions  are  fully  tax  deductible. 

Checks  may  be  made  payable  to  GCN  or  Gay  Community  News 
for  more  information  call  GCN  at  426-4469 
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Greek  Film  Hides  behind  Hustler’s  Skirt 


Angel  (1982,  Greece ).  Written  and 
directed  by  George  Katakouzinos. 
With  Michael  Maniatis,  Dionyssis 
Xanthos,  Katerina  Helmi.  In 
Greek  with  English  subtitles.  120 
minutes. 

By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

As  a  Greek-American,  I  have 
always  existed  between  two 
cultures.  Among  Americans,  1 
have  always  felt  Greek;  afnong 
Greeks,  profoundly  American. 
Ultimately,  instead  of  feeling  like 
both,  I  have  felt  like  neither,  a 
piece  without  a  puzzle  to  fit  into. 

Given  my  conundrum,  and  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  U.S.,  I  have  sought  out 
as  much  information  about  Greek 
culture  as  possible.  Last  summer, 
for  instance,  my  aunt  and  I  were 
•talking  about  life  in  Greece.  She 
was  born  in  Greece  and  lives  there 
still;  I  have  only  visited.  Eventual¬ 
ly,  our  discussion  turned  to  the 
Greek  language  in  general,  and 
Greek  slang  in  particular.  The 
Greek  1  had  been  taught  was  too 
proper  to  include  words  that  mat¬ 
tered,  that  is,  words  about  sex,  and 
1  was  anxious  to  learn  more.  One 
slang  word  1  did  know,  an  epithet 
hurled  at  uppity  women,  was 
poutana,  “whore.”  I  was  curious 


Angel  and  Michalis:  a 

to  know  wharthe  masculine  form 
of  poutana  would  be.  I  expected 
some  simple  variation  like 
poutanos ,  but  instead  she  con¬ 
fronted  me  with  the  word  poustes. 

Poustes  was  another  word  I  was 
familiar  with.  As  a  child,  I  had 
heard  it  used  by  the  other  boys 
interchangeably  with  “faggot.” 
Later,  it  took  the  connotation  of 
“effeminate”  and  “man  who  gets 
fucked,”  the  understanding  being 
that  a  man  who  had  sex  with  other 


hope 

men,  but  did  not  get  fucked,  was 
not  a  poustes. 

I  said  all  this  to  my  aunt.  She 
was  adamant,  however:  poustes 
meant  “male  whore,”  specifically, 
a  transvestite  male  prostitute. 
Other  people  confirmed  her 
definition:  a  poustes  was  three 
things,  all  equivalent:  faggot,  drag 
queen,  and  whore.  If  you  are  one, 
you  are  all. 

Needless  to  say,  this  concept, 
poustes,  is  very  different  from  the 
western  concept  “gay.”  The  first 
is  a  definition  imposed  by  a  domi¬ 
nant  culture,  the  second,  the  self¬ 
definition  of  a  sub-culture.  The 
first  is,  by  definition,  gender  and 
sex-role  specific,  the  second 
neither. 

This  semantic  introduction  is 
relevant  to  the  discussion  of 
Angel,  touted  by  the  Bay  Area 
Reporter  as  “the  first  Gay  film 
from  Greece.”  Although  it  has 
made  the  rounds  at  the  American 
gay  and  lesbian  film  festivals, 
Angel  is  not  a  gay  film.  It  was  not 
made  by  openly  gay  people,  it  does 
not  concern  people  that  are  de¬ 
fined  as  gay  either  by  themselves 
or  within  the  context  of  the  film. 
The  American  concept  “gay”  in 
no  way  relates  to  the  Greek  con¬ 
cent  poustes.  This  is  not  to  say  that 
there  aic  i.  'f-defined  gay  peo¬ 
ple  in  Greece,  but  only  that  this 
film  is  not  about  them. 

Angel  is  the  story  of  a  young 
man’s  betrayal.  The  eponymous 
hero  escapes  his  suffocating  family 
to  be  with  the  man  he  loves,  a 


Robert  Barney,  newly  appointed  music  director  of  the 
Boston  Gay  Men’s  Chorus.  “Robert  possessed  the  insight, 
sensitivity,  and  musical  knowledge  necessary  for  the  Chorus’ 
continued  growth  and  maturation,’’  says  Steve  Vaiciulis, 
general  manager  for  the  Chorus.  Auditions  for  new  Chorus 
members  will  be  held  on  Monday,  Sept.  9,  at  7:30  p.m.  at  the 
Arlington  Street  Church.  The  Chorus  can  be  reached  at 
482-6983. 


JlCaryarei  TIC.  Sap  re 

insurance  OQyency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


VACATION 

OWNERSHIP 

OGUNQUIT*  PROVINCETOWN 
FT.  LAUDERDALE*  KEY  WEST 

Hillcrest  Inn  Resort  offers  fully 
owned  studio  units  at  $49,900 
and  deeded  timeshare  weeks  from  $1900 
An  Affiliate  of 

Resort  Condominums  International 
Special  Inspection  Visits 
for  two  include  lodging  and  entertainment 
in  our  Art  Deco  PAINTED  LADY  LOUNGE 
For  details  call  Skip  or  Pam  at 

1-800-446-1139  or  207-646-4217 


Psychotherapy 


Relationship  Losses _ 

Adult  Sexual  Abuse  Survivors 
Adult  Children  of  Alcoholics 


Dan  Joy,  l.i.c.s  w 
436-5771 
Insurance  Accepted 
Individual  ■  Couple  ■  Group 
Cambridge 


sailor  named  Michalis.  The  be¬ 
trayal  begins  when  Michalis  asks 
Angel  to  put  on  a  dress  and  start 
working  the  streets  to  support 
them.  Angel  is  reluctant  to  become 
a  full-fledged  poustes,  but  is  even 
more  reluctant  to  lose  Michalis,  so 
he  acquiesces.  He  is  ultimately  left 
with  as  suffocating  an  existence  as 
he  had  with  his  family.  Thus,  after 
being  beaten  by  a  john  and  raped 
by  Michalis,  he  slits  his  lover’s 
throat.  Finis. 

Angel  holds  sex  roles  constant, 
whatever  the  gender  of  the  actors. 
Angel  is  much  like  his  mother,  and 
much  like  women  portrayed  in  the 
film:  motivated  by  love,  hard¬ 
working,  angry,  subservient. 
Michalis  is  like  Angel’s  father,  and 
much  like  men  as  portrayed  in  the 
film:  concerned  about  ap¬ 
pearances,  lazy,  protecting  “his 
woman,”  dominating.  Distinc¬ 
tions  are  based  far  more  on  sex- 
roles  than  actual  gender  or  sexuali¬ 


dismissed  as  untenable.  First, 
when  Angel  begins  his  relationship 
with  Michalis,  there  is  a  hopeful¬ 
ness  about  things,  as  if  something 
qualitatively  different  might  take 
place.  That  hope  is  crushed  when 
Michalis  asks  Angel  to  put  on  a 
dress:  their  initial  relationship  is 
revealed  as  a  prelude  to  business  as 
usual.  Second,  early  in  the  film,  we 
are  presented  with  a  former  lover 
of  Angel’s,  a  man  who  is  neither 
masculine  nor  feminine.  He  leaves 
Greece.  Third,  a  john  goes  down 
on  Angel,  an  unprecedented  act 
for  a  “non-gay”  user  of  poustes. 
Afterwards,  as  they  lie  in  bed,  the 
john  cries  silently,  devastated. 

Only  once  does  the  film  show 
any  political  consciousness  about 
the  hypocrisy  of  the  men  who 
patronize  the  poustes:  when  Angel 
starts  working  as  a  prostitute,  a 
group  of  men  pass  by  in  a  car,  ver¬ 
bally  harassing  the  poustes.  One  of 
the  veteran  drag  queens,  cutting 


In  drag,  and  on  the  street:  hope  betrayed 


ty. 

Further,  such  sex-role  based 
distinctions  are  portrayed  as  in¬ 
evitable.  The  film  is  bleak  and 
despairing  on  this.  If  an  alternative 
to  butch-femme  had  existed  in  the 
film’s  world  view,  then  Angel 
might  have  had  some  hope,  and 
Michalis  might  have  lived.  Three 
times  the  film  presents  possible 
alternatives  to  the  status  quo,  and 
three  times  these  alternatives  are 


the  men,  says,  “They  dig  boys,  but 
they  hide  behind  our  skirts.” 

The  film’s  emotional  despair  is 
matched  only  by  its  physical 
brutality.  The  violence  in  it  is  not 
gratuitous,  but  it  is  lurid  nonethe¬ 
less.  We  witness  several  beatings,  a 
rape,  a  suicide,  and  a  murder. 
Quite  effectively  disturbing,  this 
contributes  to  the  overall  feeling 
of  alienation  that  permeates  the 
film. 


JEAN  A.  McCRAY 

Attorney-at-Law 
40  Trapelo  Road 
Belmont,  MA  02178 


•  INDIVIDUAL /GROUP /COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON.  MA 
617-266-2240  „ 

JfEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


WOMENCRAFTS,  Celebrating  our  10th  year 
373  Commercial  St.  /  Provincetown,  MA  02657  /  |617)  487-2501 
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Collective  Swoon  Greets  Lily  in  Boston 


By  Sally  Jordan 

The  first  thing  this  reporter 
noticed  about  opening  night  of  Li¬ 
ly  Tomlin’s  new  one-woman  show. 
The  Search  for  Intelligent  Life  in 
the  (Jnvierse,  was  that  the  au¬ 
dience  seemed  to  be  about  70  per¬ 
cent  lesbian.  “1  hope  she  doesn’t 
disappoint  us,”  I  thought,  survey¬ 
ing  all  the  natty  summer  blazers 
and  expectant  faces.  Well,  she  cer¬ 
tainly  didn’t. 

From  the  first  moment  she 
strode  out  on  stage,  looking  heart- 
rendingly  lovely  in  tuxedo  pants 
and  a  red  blouse,  she  held  the  au¬ 
dience  in  the  proverbial  palm  of 
her  hand.  Cheers,  whistles,  and  a 
collective  swoon  swept  the  crowd 
as  she  performed  flamboyant 
bows  and  even  turned  around  to 
give  us  a  glimpse  of  a  cute  rear 
view.  After  some  opening  remarks 
about  what  she  worries  about  (for 
example,  reflective  flea  collars: 
“Sure,  the  drivers  can  see  them  — 
but  so  can  the  fleas”  and  the 
Nobel  sperm  bank:  “There’s 
something  upsetting  about  the 
thought  of  the  world’s  greatest 
geniuses  in  a  room  reading  Play¬ 
boy  and  jerking  off.”),  she 
launched  into  the  body  of  the  play. 

Trudy,  Lily’s  in-touch-with- 
aliens  bag  lady,  is  the  thread  who 
holds  the  show  together.  She 
wanders  around  the  stage,  pushing 
her  shopping  cart  and  giving  us  her 
views  on  life,  reality,  and  humani¬ 
ty  as  the  aliens  see  us.  From  time  to 
time,  her  mind,  altered  by  shock 
therapy  (“I  expected  heightened 
reality  and  I  got  something  like 
cable  TV”),  tunes  in  to  someone 
else’s  mind  and  Lily’s  off  doing  a 
different  character. 

One  of  the  first  people  to  pop  up 
is  Mrs.  Beasley,  “not  a  profes¬ 
sional  actress,”  who  does  a 
hilarious  commercial  on  public  ac¬ 
cess  TV  for  “Good  Vibrations,”  a 
sexual  aid  for  the  frustrated  house¬ 
wife.  “As  a  love  object,  it  beats 
Harold  by  a  country  mile.” 


Another  character  to  come  in  on 
Trudy’s  channel  is  a  woman  at  an 
aerobics  class  who  doesn’t  seem  to 
know  where  her  life  is  headed.  Lily 
performs  wonderfully  silly 
aerobics  during  her  monologue  — 
barely  panting  the  while  —  then 
perfectly  mimes  her  showering, 
getting  dressed,  and  putting  on 
make-up.  The  woman  says  sad  but 
funny  things  like,  “What  if,  at  this 
moment,  I  am  actually  living  up  to 
my  full  potential?”  and,  “I  always 
said  I  wanted  to  be  somebody  —  1 
guess  1  should  have  been  more 
specific.” 

Another  person  Trudy  tunes  in 
on  is  the  alienated  teenager  Agnes 
Angst,  a  pink-haired  “perfor¬ 
mance  artist”  whose  father  has 
kicked  her  out.  Agnes  goes  to  her 
grandparents’  house,  her  heavy- 
metal  outfit  causing  their  garage 
door  to  flap  up.  ‘  ‘She  has  the  man¬ 
ners  of  a  terrorist,”  grumbles  her 
grandfather,  who  nevertheless 
suggests  getting  chocolate  milk 
ready  for  her  when  she  comes 
home.  This  section  is  moving,  but 
I  though  a  bit  heavy-handed  in 
places,  especially  during  Agnes’ 
“performance  piece.” 

Trudy  brings  in  a  few  other 
characters  —  a  couple  of  pro¬ 
stitutes  named  Tina  and  Brandy 
and  a  bored,  rich  woman  who  is 
tired  of  “trends  I  reflect  but  don’t 
understand”  —  but  the  pi£ce  de 
resistance  for  the  inverts  among  us 
would  have  to  be  the  second-act- 
long  saga  of  Lynn. 

Lynn  is  a  weary  feminist  who 
reminisces  about  her  life  and  hard 
times  while  giving  a  yard  sale  (sell¬ 
ing,  among  other  items,  a  Somata 
isolation  tank  and  a  geodome  solar 
house).  When  Lynn  remembers 
going  to  a  women’s  music  concert 
and  the  first  bars  of  “Ode  to  a 
Gym  Teacher”  began  playing,  the 
audience  exploded.  And  when 
Lynn  meets  Janet,  who  is  selling 
homemade  candles  (“not  the  usual 
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phallic  shape.  These  were  shaped 
like  a  beautiful  labia  majora.  Edie 
pointed  out  that  the  wick  sym¬ 
bolized  a  tampon  string.”)  and 
Cris  Williamson’s  “Sweet 
Woman”  began,  the  cheers  ex¬ 
ceeded  anything  this  reporter  has 


and  upwardly  mobile  at  the  same 
time”)  and  rings  true.  When  she 
leaves  Bob  near  the  end.  I’m  sure 
many  of  us  were  hoping  she’d  find 
the  wife  she  said  she  needed. 

All  in  all,  The  Search  for  Signs 
of  Intelligent  Life  is  a  dazzling 


Lily  is  amazingly  brilliant  as  she 
switches  from  person  to  person; 
the  sound  and  light  effects  are  ex¬ 
cellent;  and  the  whole  show  is  full 
of  lines  you’ll  be  quoting  for 
months.  It’s  touching  and 
thought-provoking  as  well  as  ex¬ 


Lily  and  her  audience:  exuberance  and  desire 


heard  in  quite  a  while.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  Janet  turns  out  to  be  Ms. 
Wrong,  and  Lynn  ends  up  marry¬ 
ing  Bob,  a  “New  Age  Ward 
Cleaver.”  At  least  Lynn’s  friend 
Edie  stays  lesbian.  When  Lynn 
calls  her  to  say  she  and  Bob  are 
having  a  baby,  she  hears  that  Edie 
and  Pam  are  having  one,  too  — 
“They  used  a  turkey  baster  and 
just  let  Nature  take  her  course.” 

Lynn’s  struggle  to  be  a  wife, 
mother,  career  woman,  and 
feminist  is  full  of  great  lines  (“It’s 
hard  to  be  politically  conscious 


evening.  My  only  quibble,  besides 
the  slight  heavy-handedness 
already  mentioned,  is  that  it  seems 
a  little  long.  I  assume  that  since 
this  is  a  pre-Broadway  try-out, 
some  things  may  end  up  being  cut, 
and  1  think  some  of  the  Trudy 
material  could  go.  She  has  many 
wonderful  remarks  to  make 
(“Man  developed  language 
because  of  a  deep  inner  need  to 
complain.”),  but  some  of  her 
speeches  did  seem  a  bit  repetitive. 
However,  this  is  a  very  minor  com¬ 
plaint. 


Now  that  You  Have  A  Lover 

You  start  to  live  your  relationship.  Cope  with 
disapproving  parents.  Struggle  with  conflicts  over 
money,  power,  sex,  jealousy,  and  space. 

Help  is  available. 
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tremely  funny.  And  last  but  not 
least,  how  often  do  you  get  to  hear 
Meg  Christian  music  and  labia 
jokes  in  the  mainstream  theater? 
Lily,  you  stole  our  hearts  again. 


The  AIDS  Action  Committee  is 
sponsoring  a  reception  with  Lily 
Tomlin  after  her  performance  on 
September  5.  Tickets  for  that  night's 
show  may  be  purchased  for  $ 37.50 
from  Glad  Day  Book  Shop,  Box  Of¬ 
fice  yideo  and  Bos  fix. 
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By  Diana  H. 

Lesbian  Nuns:  Breaking  Silence,  edited  by  Rosemary 
Curb  and  Nancy  Manahan,  brings  to  the  surface 
realities  which  have  existed,  unspoken,  for  a  long  time. 
It  is  unimaginable  that  the  silence  continue  any  longer. 
These  realities  have  lived  in  some  women's  hearts  long 
before  the  book  was  conceived,  and  will  continue  on, 
long  after  the  initial  fervor  of  the  book  has  died  down. 
Breaking  Silence  is  a  bold  and  vulnerable  sharing  of  the 
stories  of  some  women's  lives.  These  women  are  nuns 
and  ex-nuns;  these  sisters  and  former  sisters  are  our 
sisters,  and  the  stories  are  of  their  particular  life  ex¬ 
periences.  We,  as  a  particular  audience  of  lesbian  lay- 
women,  have  a  responsibility,  I  think,  to  listen  without 
judging,  to  respect  their  process  and  struggle,  and  to  be 
supportive  and  open  in  our  responses.  After  attending 
two  Bay  Area  gatherings  to  welcome  Rosemary  and 
Nancy,  I  feel  a  need  to  examine  our  ability  to  do  that. 

Maybe  I'm  taking  the  reactions  of  others  too  per¬ 
sonally.  Then  again,  maybe  I'm  not.  I  am  fortunate 
enough  to  be  "indirectly  connected,"  as  my  partner  is 
one  of  the  present  nun  contributors  in  the  book. 
Granted,  it  would  be  tenuous  and  risky  if  any  of  us  laid 
our  life  out  in  print.  There  would  always  be  the  chance 
that  someone  would  misuse  or  misinterpret.  The  con¬ 
tributors  gave  themselves  to  the  book  freely  and  respon¬ 
sibly,  trusting  that  their  stories  would  be  held  in  context, 
their  essence  preserved.  The  editors  dedicated  them¬ 
selves  to  preserving  that  essence,  and  carefully  and 
trustingly,  brought  the  book  into  existence.  Our  respon¬ 
sibility  as  an  audience,  is  to  continue  that  level  of  trust 
and  care,  in  order  to  support  the  original  intent  of  the 
book  and  the  essence  of  the  sharing  it  contains. 

Unfortunately,  we  have  no  control  over  the  reac¬ 
tions  of  other  "audiences."  Some  people  in  the  au¬ 
dience  of  The  Phil  Donahue  Show  may  dwell  in  ig¬ 
norance  and  narrow-mindedness  forever.  Others,  such 
as  those  at  Forum  (the  magazine  which  bought  some  of 
the  pieces  from  the  book's  publisher,  Naiad  Press),  may 
betray  that  trust  and  attempt  to  destroy  that  essence. 
But  that  essence  cannot  be  destroyed. 

Even  if  others  intend  to  exploit  the 
book,  they  will  not  be 
successful. 


NUns  choose  a  life  of  spiritual  intent,  service,  and 
dedication  in  a  way  that  most  of  us  would  not  consider. 
We  have  chosen  different  contexts  within  which  to  ex¬ 
press  our  sexuality.  The  underlying  spirituality  is  the 
same,  I  believe,  and  therein  lies  our  bond  and  our 
power,  if  we  choose  to  own  it.  If  we  also  choose  to 
define  our  lesbianism  (as  Curb  does  in  her  piece  in  the 
book)  as  a  "primary  spiritual  and  political  commitment 
to  loving  women,  as  well  as  our  sexual  orientation,  but 
not  necessarily  our  sexual  activity,"  this  daringly  ven¬ 
tures  beyond  most  definitions,  and  provides  us  with 
another  common  bond  with  our  religious  sisters. 


Older  lesbians  and  gay  men  will 
be  able  to  identify  with  the  fear  of 
reprisal,  the  need  to  hide,  and 
the  inability  to  name.... 


These  bonds  are  critical.  Somewhere  along  the 
way,  someone  has  attempted  to  separate  "and  isolate 
our  religious  sisters  from  us;  to  make 
them  seem  odd  and  different, 
sacred  and  otherworldly. 
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Something 
that  is  pure  by 
its  very  nature  cannot  be 
made  impure.  The  purity  of  this  book  will  remain,  even 
when  parts  are  taken  out  of  context  and  misread.  If  the 
stories  are  misunderstood,  that  is  regrettable.  Anyone 
who  misreads  the  book^looking  for  something  to  sex- 
ualize  or  sensationalize,  will  be  disappointed.  Anyone 
who  reads  it  openly  will  be  touched,  and  will  clearly  see 
the  intent  from  which  it  was  written.  We  are  very  for¬ 
tunate  that  the  book  has  a  life  of  its  own;  born  of  love, 
trust,  sharing,  and  openness.  Born  of  breaking  silence. 

•  / 


If  celibacy  is  seen  as  freedom 
from  exclusiveness,  obsession,  or 
possessiveness,  rather  than  as  the 
literal  abstinence  from  sexual 
activity,  then  the  two  contexts 
can  begin  to  be  integrated.... 


Within  that  context,  the  intent  of  the  contributors  and 
editors  remains  intact. 

We  also  need  to  refuse  to  give  away  the  power  of 
that  intent;  we  need  to  refuse  to  be  the  victims  of  ex¬ 
ploiters'  intentions.  Through  our  refusals,  the  essence  of 
the  book  remains.  Admittedly,  we  made  some  mistakes. 
We  wish  we  had  done  certain  things  differently,  or  not 
said  certain  things  at  all.  The  feelings  that  arise  from 
these  mistakes  are  real  and  valid;  fear,  anger,  being 
violated  and  exposed,  being  misunderstood.  My  fear  is 
that  we  will  lose  the  essence  and  power  of  the  original 
intent  behind  the  book  itself,  by  blaming  our  errors  of 
judgment  on  Ourselves  and  each  other.  By  abandoning 
ourselves  and  each  other,  instead  of  continuing  the 
love  and  trust,  instead  of  beginning  to  heal.  "I  did  this 
for  healing,"  says  Nancy  Manahan,  in  an  interview  in 
the  Scottsdale  Daily  Progress.  That  is  the  point.  It  is 
about  self-acceptance,  loving  ourselves,  and  "not  living 
in  fear  of  who  we  are,"  Manahan  concludes.  For  true 
healing  to  occur,  we  need  to  look  closely  to  see  if  we  are 
at  peace  with  our  own  spirituality  and  sexuality.  No  one 
can  take  that  peace  away.  If  we  cannot  get  in  touch  with 
that  peace,  we  give  our  power  away,  through  reactions 
of  fear  and  anger  towards  those  who  intend  to  exploit,  or 
we  may  even  unconsciously  direct  our  uncertainties 
towards  the  women  in  this  book  who  are  sincerely  at¬ 
tempting  to  validate  and  clarify  their  own  sexuality  within 
a  spiritual  context  that  we,  as  laywomen,  have  not  ex¬ 
perienced. 
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And  we  complied,  by  putting 
them  on  pedestals  and  idolizing,  or  by 
rebelling  and  pulling  away,  resenting  the  influence  they 
(and  the  Church)  had  on  our  lives.  We  neglected  to  see 
who  these  women  really  are:  human  beings  with 
spiritual  and  sexual  natures  often  very  similar  to  our 
own. 

Yet  within  these  similarities,  each  of  us  still  must 
choose  the  context  of  our  sexual  expression.  No  one 
has  the  ultimate  answer  to  such  issues  as  celibacy  versu| 
sexual  activity,  hor  most  ot  us,  the  mere  mention  of  this 
issue  sends  our  psyche  into  disarray;  we  assume  that  the 
two  are  mutually  exclusive  and  never  the  twain  shall 
meet.  (And  exactly  what  do  they  mean  by  celibacy, 
anyway?)  What  if  we  could,  for  a  moment/shift  our 
perception  from  "either/or”  to  "both/and"?  If  celibacy 
is  seen  as  freedom  from  exclusiveness,  obsession,  or 
possessiveness,  rather  than  as  the  literal  abstinence 
from  sexual  activity,  then  the  two  contexts  can  begin  to 
be  integrated.  A  person  could  be  sexually  active  and 
non-exclusive,  and  another  could  be  abstaining  from 
sexual  activity  and  still  obsessed  by  emotions,  wanting 
to  possess.  If  we  are  willing  to  consider  the  possibility  of 
ultimate  freedom  from  any  inner  or  outer  desire,  then 
this  freedom  can  be  experienced  in  any  form,  including 
sexual  expression. 

My  present  relationship  exists  and  flourishes  in  the 
spirit  of  celibacy,  and  the  amount  of  sexual  expression 
which  it  includes  is  not  as  important  as  the  freedom  and 
non-exclusiveness  that  I  experience.  My  partner  feels 
the  same  way.  It  is  not  easy  to  maintain  this  level  of 
relating.  Sometimes  I  allow  myself  to  be  controlled  by 
my  fears,  anger,  and  resentment;  those  tendencies 
toward  closing  down  my  heart.  It  is  a  conscious  choice, 
an  on-going  discipline,  that  both  my  partner  and  I  must 
be  willing  to  work  within,  out  of  our  individual  under¬ 
standings  of  what  it  means  to  be  free  and  to  love,  in  the 
greatest  sense  of  the  words.  It  is  indeed  a  narrow  path 
we  both  continually  strive  to  follow.  Narrow  by  defini¬ 
tion,  yet  limitless  in  its  possibilities  for  freedom.  Occa¬ 
sionally,  we  trip  and  fall.  And  there  are  many  voices 
which  attempt  to  dissuade  us  from  this  path.  Yet  the 
path  remains  —  as  a  point  of  reference  to  return  to,  to 
guide  us  —  and  we  choose  to  Rick  ourselves  up  and 
continue  to  walk  upon  it,  listening  to  our  hearts  and 
trusting  in  the  guidance  we  receive. 


Somewhere  along  the  way,  someone  has 
attempted  to  separate  our  religious  sisters  from  us; 
to  make  them  seem  odd,  sacred  and  otherworldly. 
And  we  complied,  by  putting  them  on  pedestals 
and  idolizing,  or  by  rebelling  and  pulling  away.  We 
neglected  to  see  who  these  women  really  are: 
human  beings  with  spiritual  and  sexual  natures 
often  similar  to  our  own.... 


Sister  Pat  O'Donnell,  1983 


Lesbian  Nuns:  Breaking  Silence 

Edited  by  Rosemary  Curb  and  Nancy  Manahan 
Naiad  Press,  Tallahassee,  1985 
$9.95,  383  pp. 

Reviewed  by  Christine  Cuilfoy 
No  review  of  this  book  could  be  written  without  giv¬ 
ing  attention  to  the  reaction  it  has  engendered  even 
before  reaching  the  shelves.  These  reactions  remind  me 
of  a  comment  I  once  heard  about  another  book:  "I 
didn't  read  it,  I  didn't  like  it.” 

And  so  it  is  with  Lesbian  Nuns:  Breaking  Silence, 
edited  by  Rosemary  Curb  and  Nancy  Manahan.  Here  is 
a  book  which  was  excerpted  in  Forum  Magazine 
(owned  by  Penthouse)  and  had  movie-rights  picked  up 
by  ABC-TV.  But  without  reading  it,  many  have  reached 
their  own  conclusions:  it's  anti-Catholic,  it's  about  sex, 
it's  sensationalist,  it  exploits  women  religious. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  coin  is  the  reaction  among 
lesbians  who  bought  the  book  almost  as  quickly  as  it 
could  be  stocked  on  the  shelves  —  and  that  includes 
me.  (I  first  looked  at  the  pictures  of  the  contributors; 
you  never  know,  you  might  find  your  fifth  grade  teacher 
or  your  high  school  basketball  coach  here.) 


The  purity  of  this  book  will  remain, 
even  when  parts  are  taken  out  of 
context  and  misread....  It  has  a 
life  of  its  own:  born  of  love,  trust, 
sharing,  and  openness.  Born  of 
breaking  silence.... 


The  reaction  says  a  lot  about  the  book:  even  if  you 
never  read  it,  its  existence  is  important.  It  challenges  no¬ 
tions  held  about  women  in  convents  and  it  does  that  in 
spite  of  the  bullying  of  some  members  of  the  Catholic 
church.  (Father  Peter  Conley,  you  know  who  you  are 
It  also  gives  lesbians  an  opportunity  to  talk  about  their 
experiences  as  nuns,  openly  and  publicly,  a  potentially 
empowering  experience. 

Although  it  is  probably  Catholic  lesbians  and  gay 
men  who  will  be  most  interested,  this  book  cuts  across 
I  lines.  Lesbians  and  gay  men  can  relate  to  it  be¬ 
cause  it  is  basically  a  collection  of  coming- 
out  stories.  It  is  also  a  book  with  st 
feminist  content,  with  women 


This  is  also  one  of  those  books  that  anybody  who 
went  to  Catholic  school  will  be  interested  in  —  what  did 
they  really  do  behind  those  convent  walls?  It  is  a 
remembrance  of  routines  and  rituals  that  will  bring  back 
fond  memories  for  some,  unpleasant  ones  for  others. 

But  anyone  who  is  panting  in  excitement  (you'd 
think  if  it  was  going  to  be  printed  in  Forum,  it  would  at 
least  be  "hot”)  will  be  disappointed.  While  almost 
every  contributor  in  this  anthology  mentions  the  term 
"particular  friendship"  (generally  a  euphemism  for  les¬ 
bianism)  as  something  which  they  were  specifically 
warned  against,  it  is  amusingto  note  how  often  they  had 
only  a  vague  idea  about  its  meaning  —  until  they  fell  in 
love  with  one  of  their  fellow  sisters.  One  could  assume, 
since  there  is  a  specific  prohibition,  that  this  must  have 
happened  more  than  occasionally.  Although  it  would 
be  incorrect  to  assume  that  the  contributors  are  repre¬ 
sentative  of  all  nuns,  many  of  them  did  violate  the  rule 
against  particular  friendships  to  varying  degrees. 
"Triangle  love  affairs  were  very  common  in  the  1950s 
and  '60s.  Convent  couples  did  not  flourish  until  we 
began  living  outside  of  convents  and  had  more  input  in¬ 
to  where  and  with  whom  we  wanted  to  live." 

But  how  much  lesbianism  is  there  in  the  convent? 
Most  contributors  seemed  inclined  to  believe  there  was 
not  a  great  deal  of  sexual  activity,  despite  the  fact  that 
many  of  them  had  sexual  experiences.  "In  spite  of  my 
experience,  I  wouldn't  say  the  convent  is  a  hotbed  of 
Lesbianism.  I  think  that  many  women  had  joined  con¬ 
vents  to  escape  sexuality,  whether  Lesbian  or  hetero¬ 
sexual.  A  desire  for  obedience  and  dedication  to  Cod 
are  often  secondary  to  a  need  for  celibacy  and  denial," 
commented  another  writer.  Another  contributor 
qualified  her  belief  that  the  convent  attracts  a  large 
number  of  lesbians.  "Lesbians  in  spirit,  yes.  I  believe 
most  nuns  are  asexual  though.  They  can't  conceive  of 
having  anything  but  heterosexual  relationships;  yet  they 
are  more  suited  for  same-sex  relationships." 

The  book  also  touches  on  issues  of  race  and  class, 
as  much  as  that  is  possible  in  the  world  of  U.S.  convents 
which,  say  the  editors,  are  overwhelmingly  white  and 
middle  or  working  class. 

One  contributor,  a  Black  woman  who  was  in  the 
convent  in  the  '60s,  said  she  encountered  blatant 
racism  within  the  convent.  "There  was  racial  prejudice 
in  the  order.  The  older  nuns  were  very  direct  about  it. 
One  told  me,  soon  after  I  entered, 

'Yes,  you'll  make  a  good  house 
sister;  Negroes  aren't 
smart  enough  to 
teach.' 


-  talking  about  the 

economic  and  social  forces  that  led 
them  to  choose  the  convent.  It  includes  discussion  of 
leading  a  collectivized  life  in  an  all-woman  atmosphere 
(though  the  catch  here  is  that  these  collectives  are  sub¬ 
sumed  within  a  male  hierarchy). 

Several  women  who  entered  the  convent  prior  to 
the  resurgence  of  the  women's  movement  in  the  early 
1970s  described  how  this  seemed  the  logical  choice 
given  the  limited  alternatives  available  to  women  who 
did  not  wish  to  get  married. 

Particularly  for  women  who  entered  before  1968, 
the  passages  which  describe  their  developing  feelings, 
and  their  reactions  to  these  feelings,  are  reminiscent  of 
some  lesbian  and  gay  writing  of  the  1950s.  The  repres¬ 
sion  characterizing  that  era,  however,  remained  a  part 
of  convent  life  into  the  '60s  and  '70s.  Older  lesbians  and 
gay  men  will  be  able  to  identify  with  the  fear  of  reprisal, 
the  need  to  hide,  and  the  inability  to  name.  And  it  is 
within  this  context  and  the  context  of  the  negative  reac¬ 
tions  which  arise  (on  The  Phil  Donahue  Show  people 
continually  asked  editors  Curb  and  Manahan,  "Why  do 
you  have  to  talk  about  it?")  that  the  remark  of  one  con- 
tributor  seems  pivotal:  "Straight  people  may  have  a  dif¬ 
ficult  time  understanding  this  desire  to  say  our  name 
because  they  have  never  been  forced  into  deception." 


Many  of  the  women 
described  their  orders  as  middle-class 
in  tone  and  described  the  problems  they 
had  within  them  as  working-class  women.  One  wrote, 
"There  was  a  lot  of  deep  affection,  interest,  and  caring. 
But  class  divisions  were  especially  obvious  between  the 
maintenance  women  and  the  academics.  I  think  there 
was  class  oppression  directed  at  me  and  some  others.  I 
was  required  to  take  workshops  on  parlor  manners: 
how  to  set  out  for  tea  and  what  not  to  say.  I  resented 
that." 


The  reaction  says  a  lot  about  the 
book:  even  if  you  never  read  it,  its 
existence  is  important.  It 
challenges  notions  held  about 
women  in  convents  and  it  does 
that  in  spite  of  the  bullying  of 
some  members  of  the  Catholic 

church.... 


One  of  the  most  interesting  parts  of  the  book  is  a 
section  written  by  women  who  are  still  in  religious 
orders.  Their  discussions  of  convent  life,  their  relation¬ 
ships,  and  their  views  of  the  church  give  an  interesting 
glimpse  into  the  world  of  contemporary  women 
religious.  One  nun  made  this  summation,  "Religious 
communities  have  progressed  beyond  ,the  days  when 
we  were  warned  about  particular  friendships.  Now  they 
say  it's  okay  to  have  good,  healthy,  intimate  relation¬ 
ships.  But  homophobia  is  rampant,  and  lesbian  relation¬ 
ships  are  still  not  okay." 

This  is  a  generally  well  written  book  which  gives  a 
glimpse  into  the  life  of  lesbians  living  in  convents.  The 
value  of  the  book,  giving  each  woman  an  opportunity  to 
share  her  experience,  is,  ironically,  also  a  weakness; 
many  of  the  stories  (which  are  often  full  of  fear,  pain, 
and  confusion)  sound  much  the  same.  But  for  all  of  that, 
Lesbian  Nuns  is  a  book  which  breaks  ground;  these 
women's  words  give  a  peek  into  a  world  few  of  us 
would  otherwise  be  privy  to. 
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The  Law  Office  of 
Marion  Sugden  Lill 


takes  pleasure  in  announcing  that 

Richard  D.  Burns,  Esq. 

has  joined 

Beth  Herr  and  Marion  Lill  in  the  practice  of  law. 

187  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  Massachusetts  02139 

617'492-7189 

-*"*1 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

John  P.  Weird,  David  R.  Lund, 

Janice  Platner.  Barbara  J.  Macy 


•  Criminal  Defense 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Discrimination 

•  Probate  of  Estates 

•  Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 


•  Estate  Planning 

•  Business  Representation 

•  Relationship  Agreements 

•  Civil  Litigation 

•  General  Practice  of  Law 


4.-vl  Beacon  Street.  Suite  1  1 
Boston.  M A  021  IS 

617-266-0760 


2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco.  CA  94114 
(415)  626-4224 


BOSTON-AREA 

GAY/LESBIAN 

BUSINESS 

GUIDE 

¥ 

ACCOMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
(617)  547-7117 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
160  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 
GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTERN  WOOD 
WORKS 

ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

Dr.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
678  Mass  Av. 

Suite  405 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
864-1197 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 
285  Harvard  St.  206 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
354-2365 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  BARNA  &  AMY 
WETTER 

790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
KIRK  S.  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

ELECTROLYSIS 

)UDY  FEINER 
678  Mass  Ave 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
497-2019 


FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES 

DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
Watertown  Sq.,  Ma 
926-4289 


FLORAL 


GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
Insurance  Agency 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 

INSURANCE 

697  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Sq. 

Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELIN  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
Room  219 
542-5188 


FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
110  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
iBoston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 
267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyer  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 
641-1234 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 


SOUTH  BAY  REALTY 
105  W.  Newton  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
265-2264 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Av. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
547-7117 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PI.,  MA  02130' 

524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SER 
VICES 

Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy, 

Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
288-3106/294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT  TRAVEL  AND  SHUT¬ 
TLE  SERVICE 
795  Water  Street 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
877-2278 
235-2040 

WOMEN 

NEW  WORDS  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your  busi¬ 
ness  or  service  listed  (for  only 
$100.00  per  year)  call  426-4469. 
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Sexual  Awakening  for  a  Prisoner 


By  Chester  Vinton  Hass,  HI 
It  is  sad  to  have  to  end  up  in 
prison,  and  to  realize  there  one’s 
“true  self”  as  far  as  sexual 
preferences  and  identity.  Had  I  re¬ 
mained  in  free  society  I  doubt  that 
1  would  have  learned  as  much  as  I 
have  over  the  four  years  I’ve  been 
restrained  of  my  liberties. 


Coming 

Out 


Reading  and  remembering.  I’ve 
come  to  see  that  for  me  to  have  ac¬ 
cepted  any  other  lifestyle  but  gay, 
would  have  been  a  farce.  Since  ear¬ 
ly  childhood  years.  I’ve  been  an 
“aggressive”  type  male  due  to  my 
needs  to  gain  respect  and  self- 
satisfaction.  In  my  early  years,  the 
boys  in  grade-school  class  would 
try  to  harass  and  beat  on  me.  Being 
an  undernourished  child,  I  was 
skinny  and  meek  in  nature.  Not 
wishing  to  be  treated  as  a  “sissy,” 


as  gays  were  labeled,  I  fought  these 
foolish  kids  and  lost  more  fights 
than  I  won.  However,  over  a 
period  of  time,  I  gained  respect. 

Wishing  to  gain  further  ac¬ 
ceptance  and  respect  from  my 
peers,  I  indulged  in  sports  to  gain 
recognition,  and  I  succeeded.  All 
the  males  accepted  me  and  time 
became  easy-going,  though  the 
girls  never  were  too  attracted  to 
me.  Continuing  on  through  my 
teenage  years,  I  was  constantly 
seeking  sexual  satisfaciton  and  I 
tried  to  find  a  female  friend,  but 
for  some  unknown  cause  this  was 
not  meant  to  be. 

Homosexuality  was  a  “hush- 
hush”  issue  with  my  overbearing 
mother.  All  I  could  conclude  of 
the  few  gays  I’d  seen  was  that  — 
according  to  my  mother’s  opinion 
—  they  were  perverted  men  and 
not  to  be  associated  with. 

However,  there  was  a  pro¬ 
vocative  feeling  of  being  possessed 
by  the  gays  I’d  seen  and,  on  occa¬ 
sion,  spoken  to  on  my  job.  It  had 


me  “wondering”  and  turned  on 
sexually.  Then  finally,  I  was  called 
on  the  job  one  evening  by  a  gay 
man  who  invited  me  to  dinner;  in 
all  realities,  he  had  only  one  thing 
on  his  mind,  but,  being  as  naive  as 
1  was,  I  went  for  the  bait  — 
wondering  what  might  occur.  This 


first  encounter  produced  guilt  feel¬ 
ings  for  me,  for  there  was  so  much 
I  didn’t  know  and  his  over-power¬ 
ing  personality  was  not  to  my  tak¬ 
ings.  Regardless  of  that,  1  saw  him- 
on  many  occasions,  seeking  to 
learn.  Time  passed  and  I  went 
about  my  single  life  blindly.  I 


made  attempts  to  establish  mean¬ 
ingful  heterosexual  relationships, 
but  nothing  of  mention  developed. 

At  the  age  of  20,  I  went  to  jail 
for  marijuana  and  ended  up  com¬ 
ing  to  the  Department  of  Correc¬ 
tions.  Not  realizing  my  latent 
needs,  I  was  quick  to  learn  about 


gays.  Arriving  at  my  unit  of  assign¬ 
ment  and  being  housed  with  gays, 
bisexuals  and  sexual  perverts,  the 
people  I  met  were  very  interesting 
to  me.  It  was  like  1  had  entered  a 
“qew  world,”  for  I  was  im¬ 
mediately  “noticed”  and  sought 
after.  To  me  it  was  heaven.  I  ac¬ 


cepted  the  individuals  I  met  and 
before  I  left  I  had  learned  much  of 
myself.  Yet  still,  1  believed  1  was 
heterosexual. 

Now,  after  12  years  of  observing 
and  learning,  plus  experience  as  a 
gay,  I’ve  finally  realized  that 
heterosexual  life  was  a  sham  for 
me.  After  all  those  years  when  1 
didn’t  sec  things  in  their  proper 
perspective,  now  1  have  seen  the 
light  and  it  shines  brightly,  show¬ 
ing  me  my  true  self. 


We  invite  readers  to  submit 
articles  for  Coming  Out,  a 
series  in  which  lesbians  and  gay- 
men  tell  the  stories  of  their  in¬ 
dividual  sexual,  social,  emo¬ 
tional  and  political  emergence. 
The  articles  should  be  no  longer 
than  1500  words  and,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  should  be  typed  (double¬ 
spaced,  please).  Send  to  Com¬ 
ing  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 


It  was  like  I  had  entered  a  “ new 
world ,  ’  ’  for  I  immediately  was 
“ noticed ”  and  sought  after.  To 
me  it  was  heaven.  I  accepted  the 
individuals  I  met  and  before  I  left 
I  had  learned  much  of  myself. 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  Free  initial  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Noil-force  techniques  •  Exercise  programs 


669  Somerville  Avenue,  Somerville,  MA  02143 

Near  the  Porter  Square  T  station 

(617)  628-9547 


-  insurance  accepted  MC  &  VISA  welcome 

Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 
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DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  tor  all  your  heeds 

Suite  830  Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

50  Congress  Street  E  0rleans.  Mass  02643 

/  Bos,on.  Mass  02109  1-800-352-3185 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 


STANHOPE 

•—FRAMERS—1 

Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Comer  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 


Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 


Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
2624)787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02143 

by  appointment  only 


666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 

Boston,  Massachusetts  02115  (617)  267-7573 

Open  Monday- Saturday  Appointment  necessary  -  evenings  available. 

Located  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Green  Line  T  stops, 
one  Mock  west  of  Massachusetts  Ave.  at  Berklee  College  of  Music. 

MTIENTCENTERED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OUR  HALLMARK 

Podiatry  •  General  Medicine  •  Family  Planning  •  Women's  Health 
•  Geriatrics  •  Mental  Health  •  Spurts  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 

Minor  Surgery  •  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  •  Dermatology 

-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEES/ PAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


M  YEARS  OF  QUALITY  HEALTH  CARE  TO  BOSTON'S  LESBIAN /GAY 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  BAY/FENWAY  STUDENT  ft  ELDERLY  RESIDENTS 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Croup 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  56 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmora  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Pee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


WORRIED  ABOUT 
AIDS  ? 

WE  ALL 
ARE. 

But  when  your  concern 
starts  to  interfere  with  your 
life,  maybe  you  need  some 
help. 

A  time  limited  support 
group  for  AIDS  Anxiety  is 
currently  being  formed. 


HAS  SOMEONE 
YOU  LOVE 
BEEN  DIAGNOSED 
WITH  AIDS  ? 

You  don’t  have  to  be  alone 
in  dealing  with  all  the  feel¬ 
ings. 

A  time  limited  support 
group  for  friends  and 
lovers  of  people  with  AIDS 
is  currently  being  formed. 


For  more  information  on  either  of  these  groups,  please 
contact  Steve  Wickson,  M.T.S.  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Service  (GLCS).  GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental 
health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the  community 
since  1971. 

542-5188 

WEEKDAYS  10AM  -  9PM  •  CONFIDENTIAL  SERVICES 
CONVENIENT  DOWNTOWN  LOCATION 

Sliding  fee  scale/Insurance  Accepted* 

•All  insurance  claims  filed  under  C.S.l.  *GLCS  is  a  non-profit  corporation 

NO  ONE  DENIED  SERVICES  FOR  INABILITY  TO  PAY 


ALL  MUSIC  ALL  FUN'.  ALL  RAVES* 


“FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  MAY  BE  THE 
BEST  TFh'.NO  TO  HIT  BOSTON  SINCE 
‘A  CHORUS'  UNI,’  TVITA,'  ‘LA  CAGE 
AUX  FOUES,’  DREAMGIRLS,’  AND 
'FIDDLER' ...  A  WICKED  DELIGHT!” 

—  K#vln  Kotty.  toaton  Oioto# 

“FORBIDDEN  BROADWAY  IS  A  HIT!" 

-Chuck  Unwiw.  WCV.rv 


“A  SPECIAL 
EVENING  ON 
THE  TOWN!” 

—Frank  Dolan.  Will 

“WONDERFUL .  .  . 
FUN  .  .  .  NON-STOP 
SIDE-SPLITTING!" 

— Joyc.  KWhawlk, 
WIZ-TV 


, _ !T€RR&a  ROOM  n 

^  fKT  TH€  BOSTOn  ?m  PlhZM 


Central  American 
Education  Fund,  Inc. 

SPANISH  LANGUAGE  PROGRAM 
courses  through  the  year 

FALL  TKKM 

Spanish  01-  Intensive  Beginners 
Spanish  02  -  Intensive  Adv.  Beginners 
Spanish  03  -  Intensive  Intermediate 
Spanish  03b  -  Applied  Grammar  Workshop 
Spanish  01  -  Advanced  Oral  Skills 
Spanish  03  -  Intro  Cent.  Amcr.  Course 

For  brochure  Sc  registration  form  ami  schedule  call 

492  8999 

1131  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 


CASA 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

COMMERCIAL  &  RESIDENTIAL 


■  Page  12  •  Gay  Community  News,  August  31  &  September  7,  1985: 

Phone  Co. 


B.B.V.M.  Electrical  Inc. 

SPECIALIZING  IN  15 

service  changes,  220  volts,  intercoms,  wiring  for 
heat,  light  and  power. 

CALL  DAY  OR  NIGHT:  296-0553 


BODYWORKS 

GYM  FOR  WOMEN 

"As  an  athlete  who  has  participated 
in  various  sports  over  the  years ,  including 
weightlifting,  I  like  BODYWORKS  because 
it  supports  women's  many  different  levels 
of  fitness,  from  beginners  to  competitors 
encouraging  growth  in  each  individual. " 


-Cindy  Pope 


576-1493 

53  RIVER  STREET.  CAMBRIDGE.  NR  CENTRAL  SQUARE  (p 


Continued  from  page  3 
nightsweats  and  diarrhea,  said 
O’Neil  did  not  know  what  CMV  or 
interferon  were. 

Saying  the  medical 
department’s  mission  is  to  “keep 
you  on  the  job  at  all  times,” 
Cronan  said  he  was  told  by  Jordan 
that  she  did  not  see  the  need  for 
him  to  take  time  to  go  for  treat¬ 
ments. 

O’Neil  did  not  return  GCN' s 
phone  calls  and  Jordan,  through  a 
spokesperson,  said  any  discussion 
would  have  to  be  taken  up  with 
public  relations. 

Cronan’s  attorney,  Margaret 
O’Reilly,  told  GCN  that  a  two¬ 
pronged  approach  will  be  taken. 
On  the  one  hand,  she  said,  com¬ 
pensation  will  be  sought  from  the 
company  for  breach  of  confiden¬ 
tiality  and  emotional  distress,  and 
on  the  other  hand,  an  attempt  will 
be  made  to  work  out  an  employ¬ 
ment  situation  which  will  be  com¬ 
fortable  and  fair  to  her  client. 
O’Reilly  said  they  will  make  a  pro¬ 
posal  to  the  company  based  on 
Cronan’s  health  and  the  advice  of 
his  doctors.  “I  can’t  go  back  to 
South  Boston,”  said  Cronan.  “I 
want  to  •  do  light  duty  in 
Needham.”  O’Reilly  said  she  had 
not  yet  contacted  the  company. 

Of  the  request  for  compensa¬ 


tion,  O’Reilly  said,  “His  privacy 
was  invaded,  misinformation  was 
given  to  his  co-workers,  [and]  it  in¬ 
flamed  the  co-workers.  They’re 
afraid  to  be  around  him.” 

Both  Cronan  and  O’Reilly  said 
the  union  has  been  very  suppor¬ 
tive. 

O’Reilly  also  said  they  will  push 
to  have  the  company  develop  new 
policies  so  that  they  will  “respond 
differently  to  the  next  case  that 
comes  along.”  She  suggested  an 
AIDS  education  program  for  all 

Los  Angeles 

Continued  from  page  I 

law.  This  point  was  echoed  by 
Maureen  Siegel,  deputy  city  at¬ 
torney.  Siegel,  who  helped  draft 
the  law,  noted  that  the  California 
Fair  Employment  and  Fair  Hous¬ 
ing  Commission  enforces  state  law 
which  forbids  discrimination 
against  any  person  on  the  basis  of 
any  medical  condition,  including 
AIDS.  Bradley’s  proposed  amend¬ 
ments  went  before  the  council  on 
August  20,  where  they  should  be 
acted  on  in  the  near  future. 

Wachs  had  originally  wanted  the 
ordinance  included  in  the  city’s 
criminal  code,  but  Siegel  said  she 
though  that  would  be  counter¬ 


employees.  Currently,  Cronan 
fears  employee  reaction.  “When  I 
think  about  going  back  to  work,  I 
get  sick  to  my  stomach,”  he  said. 
“I  can’t  take  one  remark  or  have 
people  move  to  another  part  of  the 
room.” 

“It’s  terrible,”  summarized 
Cronan.  “I’ve  seen  too  many  peo¬ 
ple  with  AIDS  losing  their  jobs, 
losing  their  homes.  This  is  a  lonely 
enough  disease....  If  I  can  make  it 
any  more  comfortable  for  the  next 
guy,  I  will.” 


productive.  She  argued,  first,  that 
mandating  criminal  penalties  in 
AIDS-discrimination  cases  would 
serve  to  increase  AIDS-panic;  se¬ 
cond,  that,  civil  proceedings  would 
serve  as  a  better  vehicle  for  educa¬ 
tion  around  AIDS;  and  third,  that 
given  the  general  fear  and  ig¬ 
norance  about  AIDS,  it  would  be 
difficult  to  secure  a  criminal  con¬ 
viction  in  a  case  of  AIDS 
discrimination. 

The  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC)  report  1 ,063  cases  of 
AIDS  for  Los  Angeles  as  of 
August  5,  of  which  a  little  more 
than  half  have  been  fatal. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Dollar  Rent  a  Car 

Compare  &  Save 

Discover  the  Dollar  Difference 

Dollar  offers: 

■  Insurance  Replacement 

•  Unlimited  mileage 

■  Low,  low  rates 

•  Free  drop  offs  with  this  ad 

Located  at  39  Dalton  Street 

Back  Bay  :  *  * 

and  40  convenient  locations,  including: 
Provincetown  Hyannis  Falmouth 

Call  523-5098  for  details 


CHILTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 

An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information  please  write: 

P.O.  Box  4G7 
Boston,  MA  02117-0407 

All  n-plus  arc  confidential. 
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Now  Air  Conditioned!! 


12 


CAFE 


f ''  v 

■ 
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TVS:;?  .KijK 


Subcribe 

Now! 


VCR  SPECIAL 

MOVIE 

Lianna 

QUASAR 

RENTALS 

By  Design 

5041/5045 

$309.- 

$2.50 

Personal  Best 

.  thru  8/31/85 

e 

and  more!! 

MOVIES  &  VCR’s  SALES  &  RENTALS 

COMING  SOON!!- Women’s  Music 


includes  free  movie 
rental  &  tape 


ARBORWAY 

VIDEO  &  SOUND  24  hour  drop  off 

w  ivbv  WVWI1L/  deposit  required 

55  South  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  522-1429 


Tftobe  liujtJvarL©  83 


Send  me  the  next  12  issues  of  Firsthand. 
Cndosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $33 
(in  U.S.  funds) .  (Sample  Copy:  $3.00) 

Nome _ 

Address _ 


F  IRST 


I 


EXPERIENCES  FOR  LOVING  MEN 


Mol  to:  Firsthand  Mogozi ne,  P.O.  Box  1314,  Dept  3,  Teoneck,  NJ  07666. 


A  Special  Offer  From 

SCIENCE^ePEOPLE 


i  PEOPLE  wrm  AIDS 
W  FIGHTING  FORM 
OUR  LIVES  / 


Subscribe  now  and 
get  this  issue  free! 

1  year/six  issues  —  $15 


send  check  or  money  order  to: 

Science  For  The  People 
897  Main  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

Name  _ _ 


Address 


Zip 


! 

I 
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Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


PERSONALS _ 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 

THANK  YOU! 

Betsy  Duran,  the  best  word  processor 
in  the  East,  for  all  your  time  and  dedica¬ 
tion.  You're  wonderful!  and  ap¬ 
preciated.  Love, 

Laurie  and  GCN 

_ J8) 

NH  lakes  reg.  wm  seeks  gbm  for  ar¬ 
duous  outdoor  and  ardent  indoor  fun  of 
all  sorts.  Mature  140  lbs.,  casebook 
gemini  relates  well  to  younger  men. 
Non-smoker,  exc.  health,  interesting 
personality/llfestyle,  easy  to  get  to 
know.  Decidely  different;  write  for 
details.  Box  235  _  (8) 

JILL  +  JEANETTE 

Thanks  for  the  wake-up  call. _ (8) 

GWM  lonely  chub  -  like  to  meet  chub  for 
comp.,  poss.  relat.,  sex  agress  +  pass. 
All  ages,  races,  your  pad,  no  pain  or 
drugs.  Send  phone  number  and  photo 
to  PO  Box  7417  Fitchburg,  MA  01420  (9) 
LF,  open,  warm,  gd  sens  of  humor  look 
for  L  35-48  for  fun  and  sharing.  I  like 
dancing,  travel,  eating,  swimming 
-i-  good  talks.  Reply  Box  234 _ (9) 

Dick  &  David  in  Chicago:  Thanks  so 
much  foir  a  wonderful  time.  Love  you 
both,  Karen _ (8) 

RU  Lonely?  U  need  luv  ,  care  $  affec- 
txn?  RU  wm  20-30  stable,  educated, 
discreet?  Would  U  enjoy  prof,  male  35, 
5T0",  170  lbs.,  Gk  active  from  India? 
Reply  645  Beacon  St.  apt.  15  ,  Boston, 
MAQ211S _ (10) 

Lean/muscular  gwm  bodybuilder  blond, 
34,  6',  165  Ibs.Sincere,  intell.,  seeking  a 
masc.  guy  into  weights,  muscle,  and 
health.  Serious  body  build.  Only 
w/photo.  Reply  PO  Box  1182  Fram- 
ingham,  MA. _  (8) 

If  some  of  the  following  apply  to  you: 
dynamic,  sensual,  down-to-earth,  com¬ 
passionate,  intellectual,  and  some  of 
the  following  are  among  your  passions: 
left  politics,  books  and  magazines, 
dunes  and  mountain  tops,  your  work, 
animated  discussions.  I  (F,  33)  would 
(very  much)  like  to  meet  you.  Reply  Box 
232; _ (11) 

Compassionate,  attractive,  L  humanist 
-  30,  S'ST.who  enjoys  outdoors,  movies, 
dancing,  art;  values  sensitivity,  in- 
teleect,  and  athletic  abilities  -  seek  a  a 
woman  of  similar  persuasions.  Please 
reply  to  PO  Box  1327  Cambridge,  MA 
02142. _ (11) 

GWF,  mid  30’s,  tall,  thin,  fern,  attrac¬ 
tive.  Am  intelligent,  sens,  mat.,  honest, 
indep.  Seeks  same  between  ages  35-42. 
Looking  for  fun,  deep  conversation  and 
relationship.  Sincere  and  responsible 
only  please.  No  drug/smoke.  Really 
looking  for  more  but  write  note  and  find 
out  what  the  rest  is  about.  Box  223  (8) 

CLEAN  FUSSY  GAY  FEMALE 
GF  for  good  times  must  be  mature, 
sincere,  very  clean.  My  partner  is  semi¬ 
disabled.  No  ties,  no  drugs,  or  heavy 
drinkers.  Lynn  area  only.  Reply  Box  222 
_ (8) 

GF,  32,  covets  compatible  cuddling 
companion:  GF  30-35,  kind,  credible, 
contemplative,  curious,  competent, 
compassionate  and  connivial.  Contact 
PO  Box  1212,  Brookline,  MA  02146  (8) 

Wanted  boy  in  teen  or  early  20’s.  For 
sex  or  companionship  and  possible 
relationship  with  disabled  man.  Any 
race  especially  Chinese  men.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  (c 


Healthy,  wealthy,  wise  Lesbian,  40,  liv¬ 
ing  in  lovely  rural  area  seeks  intense, 
intelligent  friend  who  enjoys  people, 
play  and  travel.  Box  224 _ (8) 

TO:  CREAM  COLORED  CELICA 
From  the  Boston  area  who  was  in 
Ogunquit'’  Sunday,  July, 14:  if  you 
remember  kafuffeling,  hand  cuffs,  big 
pink  hooters,  an  adjustable  cock  ring, 
your  red  bottom  and  my  pained  expres¬ 
sion  re:  dancing,  then  get  in  touch.  Jim 
PO  Box  4341  Champlain  Branch  Burl- 
ington.VT  05401 _ (8) 

Would  the  woman  who  ran  the  ad  6/1 
"If, 32,  grad  student  in  humanities,  af¬ 
fectionate,  lively,  politcal..."  please 
write  PO  Box  978  JPMA  021 30  (7) 

BUST  MY  BALLOONS 
Balloon  fetish  gwm,  25,  college  gym¬ 
nast.  Wants  to  hear  from  other  guys 
who  are  into  balloons.  I  know  you  are 
out  there.  If  interested  write  PO  Box 
669531  Charlotte,  NC  28266 _ (10) 


MARRIAGE  PARTNER  SOUGHT 

By  gay  man.  Please  reply  to  Box  29750 
Wash  DC  2001 7  (sept.) 


SPERM  DONOR/FATHERHOOD? 

Known  sperm  donor  sought  for  ar¬ 
tificial  insemination.  (Nonparticipa¬ 
tion  negotiate.  Family  history  and 
general  physical  condition.  Serious 
inquiries-PO  Box  5042,  Billerica,  MA 
01822.  Confidential. _ (8) 

Take  me  home!  Can’t  you  see  I  want 
you  near?  I’m  24,  6',  husky,  good  looks. 
Seeks  romantjc  male,  23-40,  you  can 
always  call  on  me,  Mike  1-774-1254,  (8) 

WOMEN’S  MUSIC 

F,30,  wishes  to  borrow/rent 
albums/tapes  of  Holly,  Meg,  Chris,  ect. 
Must  be  in  good  condition  and  will  be 
returned  the  same.  792-3912  or 
322-4953. _ (8) 

VERMONT  MAN 

GWM, 46,  6'1 ",  170  lbs.,  looking  for  man 
(30  +  )  to  share  things  with.  Plain  and 
simple.  Into  teddy  bears.  Reply  PO  Box 
479  Norwich,  VT  05055 _ (7) 

L,  22,  musician/intel,  attractive  with  wit 
and  sensitivity  seeks  similar,  22-32,  for 
friendship,  developing  a  relationship  of 
richness  and  depth.  I  enjoy  classical 
music,  healthy  food,  dancing  and 
stimulating  conversations.  Reply  to 
Box  230 _ (8) 

HOW  SOON  IS  NOW?? 
Luscious  gwm,  21,  goodlooking,  light 
brown,  hazel,  6T",  160  lbs.,  HTLV  +  . 
Looking  for  love,  lust  and  commitment. 
Likes  marriage,  safe  sex,  Madonna, 
hairy  men  25 +  ,  hugging  and  stormy 
nights.  Reply  231 _ (10) 


I’d  like  to  meet  other  women  who  really 
thrive  on  living  alone.  I’m  33,  artist, 
.guitarist,  gardener,  grad  student  PO 
Box  978  JPMA  02130 _ (7) 

SHY  AND  LONELY 

L  new  to  area  seeking  other  L  between 
South  Shore  and  Cape  Cod.  I  am  look¬ 
ing  for  more  than  bars  and  one-night 
stands.  Willing  to  travel.  Box  229  (9) 


FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 

Mon-Friday  evenings,  also  Sat.  and 
Sun,  Watertown  926-5209 _ (2) 


WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE  IN 
YOUR  ROOM? 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights,  help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the" 
front  door. _ (c) 

GWF  seeks  wf  35-50  who  lives  near  me- 
to  be  my  friend  and  lover.  Am  gentle  & 
romantic. Box  445  Needham  MA  02194 
(11) _ 

SURROGATE  MOTHER 
We  are  looking  for  a  surrogate  mother 
to  bear  our  child.  Applicant  must  be 
22-35  healthy  and  intelligent.  Reply  to 
Box  356,  89  Mass  Ave,  Boston,  MA 
02115 

_ (8) 

GWM,  67,  5'10",  225,  retired  looking  for 
nice  man  to  share  apt.  and  love.  All  let¬ 
ters  answered;  all  ages.  Please  write 
CWG  PO  Box  20538,  Mont.  Al  36120  (7) 

<  > 

Bi  F  seeks  dyke  for  fun-  sensual  times 
w  straight  husband-we  are  mid  30’s  at¬ 
tractive,  clean.  Box  129  Brookline  Ave., 
Boston,  MA  02215  (7) _ 

Rhode  Island  S&M  dyke  seeks  others  in 
area  interested  in  S&M.  Would  like  to 
form  local  support  group.  P.O.  Box  261 
Providence,  Rl  02901 _ ’ _ (8) 

Gay  Black  male  5'H"  165  lbs.,  30  look¬ 
ing  for  gay  white  male,  over  40  pre¬ 
ferred.  Chubby  especially  welcomed. 
Photo  and  phone  appreciated.  Respond 
Box  1987  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  (11) 

Attractive  and  muscular  GM,  5'8",  34, 
150  lbs.  seeks  other  bright-attractive 
men  for  healthy  &  supportive  sexual 
friendships.  Write  Box  1054,  JP,  MA 
02130. _ (7) 


L  couple,  mid  30’s,  looking  to  meet 
same  for  socializing  and  friendship.  En¬ 
joy  humor,  conversation,  dinners, 
theatre,  concerts,  cards.  Reply  Box 
220 _ (10) 


WILL  YOU  MARRY  ME? 


Attractive  GWM  seeks  gay  female  for 
liberal  marriage.  If  you  can  t  beat  them  . 
join  them!  Box  226 _ (7) 

Attractive  intelligent  prof  L,36.  ex- 
Bostonian.  dying  by  degrees  in  Central 
Maine  seeks  gf  or  gm  compan¬ 
ion/playmate  C’mon  talk  to  me  RFD  2 
Box  490  Pittsfield,  ME  04967 _ (9) 

EASILY  AMUSED  BY  REALITY 

F,  32,  into  sea,  film,  jazz,  friends,  and 
mild  sports  seeks  your  basic  sensitive, 
witty,  creative,  mature,  articulate,  in¬ 
trospective,  yet  outgoing,  attractive  F, 
29-36,  for  long  term  reality.  Check  box 
233. _ (11) 

PROF  L  COUPLE  SEEKS  SAME 

For  trips  to  the  beach,  dinners  at  home 
and  out,  movies  and  quiet  times  with 
good  friends.  We  live  in  Central  Mass, 
and  are  looking  for  sincere  friendship 
only.  Write  and  tell  us  about 
yourselves.  PO  Box  563,  Hudson,  MA 
01749. _ (11) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Feminist  poet  &  counselor  Ellen  Bass 
will  return  to  Boston  in  October  to  lead 
two  workshops: 

Friday,  Oct.  18  —  a  one-day  workshop 
for  women  lovers  and  friends  of  sur¬ 
vivors  of  child  sexual  abuse.  Call  Mady 
at  522-6813  for  info. 

Sat.  &  Sun.,  Oct.  19-20  —  a  weekend 
workshop  for  women  survivors  of 
childhood  sexual  abuse.  Call  Pam  at 
524-6209. 


EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 

PART-TIME  POSITION 

Help  wanted  by  disabled  man.  2  hours 
per  day  in  evenings  from  5-7  p.m. 
Weekdays  or  weekends  (except  Wed.) 
Light  housekeeping  and  must  be  able 
to  cook.  Over  $5.00/hr.  In  Brighton  on 
Green  Line.  Must  be  reliable.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  Call 
after  4:30  p.m. _ (c) 

BOSTON  MOBE  SEEKS 
FULL  TIME  STAFFPERSON 

BOSTON  MOBILIZATION  FOR  SUR¬ 
VIVAL,  a  peace  &  social  justice 
organization  seeks  full  time  staff.per- 
son  to  begin  Oct.1.  Must  be  strong 
feminist  with  commitment  to  develop¬ 
ing  membership  skills.  Interest  in  & 
commitment  to  working  on  Mideast 
issues  necessary.  Previous  organizing 
experience  essential,  fundraising  ex¬ 
perience  helpful.  Salary  $12,000  yr. 
Resume  &  writing  sample  by  Sept  1  to 
MfS,  11  Garden  St.  Cambridge,  MA 
02138. _ _ J8) 

FUNDRAISER 

for  multicultural  battered  women's 
shelter.  1  yr  exp.  32  hrs/wk.  $14,000  - 
$16,380/yr.  RESUMES  BY  SEPT  3.  Tran¬ 
sition  House, PO  Box  530,  Camb.  MA 
02238.  Women  of  color  please  apply! 
Info:  354-2676.  _ (7) 


STAFF  THERAPIST 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Counseling  Services  is 
seeking  persons  to  fill  staff  therapist 
positions.  Applicants  must  have: 
Master's  level  degree  in  mental  health 
field,  familiarity  with  needs/issues  of 
gay/lesbian  clients,  professional  ex¬ 
perience  in  related  issues,  commitment 
to  community-oriented  mental  health 
service.  Two  years' full-time,  supervised 
primary-care  experience  in  community- 
oriented  setting  preferred.  Responsi¬ 
bilities  include:  25  hours/week  direct 
service  delivery,  participation  in  in¬ 
direct  services,  participation  in  plan¬ 
ning/implementation  of  agency  pro¬ 
grams  &  outreach  programs  for  gay/les- 
bian  community.  Base  salary: 
$13,500-$15,000  plus  complete  benefit 
package;  40  hour  work  week,  schedule 
negotiable.  GLCS  is  a  non-profit,  li¬ 
censed  mental  health  clinic  and  is  an 
Equal  Opportunity  Employer  with  a 
commitment  to  affirmative  action. 
WOMEN  &  PERSONS  OF  COLOR  EN¬ 
COURAGED  TO  APPLY.  ASL  Proficien¬ 
cy  a  plus!  Please  send  resumes  to: 
Alan  Tweedy,  Clinical  Director,  600 
Washington  St.,  Suite  219,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  _ 0 


PART  TIME  ATTENDANT  NEEDED 

Flexible  hours;  willing  to  train  in  per¬ 
sonal  care.  Morning  hours  available 
taking  care  of  a  disabled  woman.  Call 
anytime.  Let  phone  ring  or  leave 
message  on  answering  machine.  Call 
524-3141, _ (c) 

AD  SALES 

For  weekly  gay  paper;  earnings  poten¬ 
tial  $20K+  in  first  year.  Must  relocate. 
The  Washington  Blade,  930  F  Street, 
NW,  Washington,  DC  20004;  (202) 
347-2038 _ (8) 


RESEARCH  POSITION 

Half-time  position  for  NP/PA  doing 
AIDS-  related  research  involving 
histories  and  physical  exams  on 
healthy  gay  and  bisexual  men.  Send 
resume  to  M.  Moon,  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.,  Boston,  MA  02115 _ (8) 

Shelter  for  battered  women  and  their 
children  seeks  house  manager.  Entry 
level  non-live-in  position:  building  and 
supplies  management;  crisis  and  sup¬ 
port  counseling  for  indiv.  Groups  and 
hotline  callers.  BA  or  two  years  exp.  Bil¬ 
ingual/Bicult.  applicants  encouraged. 
Own  transportation.  Prefer  resumes  by 
Aug.  30th.  Daybreak  office,  75B  Grove 
St.  Rm.  154  Worcester,  MA  01605.  AA- 
EOE. _ (8) 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ADVERTISING  REPRESENTATIVE 

Earn  Money.  Conned  to  the  Gay 
Community  Gain  Experience 
An  excellent  position  for  people 
seeking  part-time  work  on  a  free  lance 
basis  (20  percent  commission).  You 
must  be  responsible,  assertive,  and 
knowledgeable  about  GCN.  or  willing 
to  learn 

Call  426-4469  or  send  a  letter  of 
interest  to: 

Laurie  Sherman.  Ad  Manaqer 
GCN 

167  Tremont  St  5th  door 
Boston.  MA  0211 1 

PUBLICATIONS _ 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 

newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN,  33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

Nat’l.  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M. 
Diverse,  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact, 
fiction  &  photos.  $1 1/yr.  single  issues 
$3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18.  SASE  for 
info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville,  MA  02143. 
_ _ _ (44) 


OFF  OUR  BACKS  —  celebrating  15 
years  of  radical  feminist  journalism 
We  bring  feminist  national/interna¬ 
tional  news,  analysis  and  reviews  each 
month.  $11  year.  1 1  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs);  $20  institutional  fee. 
Free  sample!  Write  Off  Our  Backs. 
Dept.  GCN.  1841  Columbia  Rd,  NW.  Rm 
212,  Washington,  D  C.  20009 _ (ex) 


JAMES  WHITE  REVIEW 

A  gay  men's  literary  quarterly  publishes 
interviews  Quentin  Crisp  Robert  Patrick 
Poets  Ian  Young  Jim  Holmes  Antler 
Steve  Abbott  Prose  Richard  Hall  John 
Gilgun  new  voices  subscribe  $6  a  year 
sample  copy  $2.  PO  Box  3356  Traffic 
Station.  Mpls.  MN  55403  Submissions 
welcome  send  SASE 


Issues  in  Gender, 


Sports  f  *  /  Poetry 
Gay  Issues  •  Men’s  Health 
Gay /Straight  Interactions 


Interested? 

Read  all  about  it  in  Changing  Men — 
a  nationwide  journal  oj  the  anti-sexist 
men 's  movement. 


Regular  subscription  $12  (4  issues) 
Sample  copy  of  current  issue  $3.50 
306  kN.  Brooks. Madison,  Wt  S3715 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted. 

NAME _ 

STREET  _ _ APT - 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 

Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 

Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 

or  Dart  thereof:  x  12.00 

— 

Non-Business 

X 

1.00 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

— 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

=  _ 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

- 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

= 

SUBTOTAL 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

X 

.75 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

.DU 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

— 

TOTAL 

= 

for  21  -30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

- 

SPECIAL  RATES  FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

-  - 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  =  - 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  =  - 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ _x1 .00  =  _ 

TOTAL  =  _ 


I 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


REAL  ESTATE 


ROOMMATES 


ROOMEZE 

•LESBIAN/GAY- 

FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Confidentiality  Assured 

CALL  641  3095 
M  F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


One  bedroom  in  large  sunny  house  in 
Brighton,  We  are  4  women  of  color,  les¬ 
bian  and  straight.  Seeking  a  5th.  $255 
+  util.  Call  Vicky  776-0257  or  Lina 
254-2745. _ _ (8) 

L,  35,  seeks  1-2  roommates  (child  possi¬ 
ble)  to  share  house  in  Brighton.  $250  (1), 
$450  (2)  +  util.  Yard,  garden.  No 
smokers  or  dogs.  Call  782-9541  or 
926-6184.  (8) 

APARTMENT-MATE  WANTED  M/F^ 

Your  own  fully  furn.  room  in  5  room  apt. 
complete  kitchen  priv.,  all  appl.,  dw/wd. 
Ideal  for  student.  4  minutes  to  T  and 
can  take  cal.  $185+  util.  Call  288-4147. 

— i _ -  O) 

2  M's  seeking  a  m  or  f  roommmate, 
25+ ,  to  share  a  large,  3  bdrm  house  in 
Arlington.  Quiet,  friendly,  independent. 
$255  + utils.  Available  9/1.  Call 
■648-0507.  Sorry,  no  pets.  (8) 

STOP! 

DON’T  TOUCH  THAT  DIAL... 

LF.  26,  seeks  housemate  of  my  dreams 
-  for  10/1.  She  has  a  sense  of  humor,  is 
easy-going  and  enjoys  hanging  out.  Me 
too.  Nice  apt.  in  JP  near  soon  to  be 
Orange  Line,  wd  floors,  wshr,  2 
bedrooms,  yrd.  I  have  a  cat  and  a  sweet 
dog.  No  cigarettes,  please.  $225  +  .  Call 
522-4700  ext.  201  9-5/522-91 17  after  5.(9) 
Prof  L  who  travels  has  a  beautiful  2  br 
condo  to  share.  On  the  wrfter,  walk  to 
beach  and  bus.  $350  +  elec.  Keep  trying 
331-1107. 

PARTICULARLY  BEAUT  APT 

JP-progressive  &  political  household  of 

2  (1  gay.  1  not)  seeks  3rd-large  rooms, 
sunny  &  clean  in  quiet  area.  Rent  is 
$167  +  for  Sept.  1st.  Call  522-2184  (8) 

NICE  SPOT  IN  JP  FOR  SEPT  1 
2  charming  LF's  seek  3rd  25  + for  very 
nice  JP  apt.  Yard,  w/d,  wood  floors.  No 
smoke/pets  pis.  $253  +  .  Call  us  for 
more  details  .  522-2921  eves  (7) 

4  LF's  seek  5th  for  newly  renovated 
spacious  house  near  Green  and  Center 
Streets.  No  smoking,  no  pets.  $235  +  . 
623-2475  Available  9/1  (8) 

Muscleman/Athlete/Jock  -  enjoy 
Brookline  home  with  doctor,  35,  in¬ 
terested  irf  exercize  training  and  com¬ 
panionship.  Pref  20-30  prof/grad  stu¬ 
dent,  quiet,  neat,  non-smoker. 
$190/month  includes  utils.  Near  T 
Available  9/1  .  PO  Box  1482  Brookline 
MA  02146  (9; 

1  LF,  40,  seeks  2  LF’s  25+  to  share 
spacious,  sportive,  spiritual  household 
in  Brookline,  near  T.  Min  drugs/alc. 
Rent  $220/month  +  util  +  pkg.  Call 
232-9089.  Jasmine  (10) 

L,  34,  looking  for  L  30  or  older  to  share 
spacious  6  room  apt.  in  JP.  Owner  oc¬ 
cupied.  Must  be  willing  to  live  with  dog. 
Non-smoker  pref.  Call  524-7774  (8) 


SUBLETS 


JP  9/15-6/1  2  br,  furnished/insulated. 
Near  T  and  Arboreteum,  quiet. 
$650  +  .Call  David  522-5798 _ (8) 

APARTMENTS _ 

WEST  MEDFORD 

6  room  duplex  near  trans,  Tufts. 
Washer/dryer.  $600  month  +  utils. 
Avail.  9/15.  488-0932  evenings. _ (9) 

Dorchester/Savin  Hill.  5  room,  2  bdrm, 
new  bath,  paint  and  hdwd  floors.  Walk 
to  T  and  beach.  $600  unheated. 
1st  +  last  mo.  +  sec..  Call  after  8/25 
965-7268. _ (8) 

APARTMENT  FOR  RENT 
DORCHESTER 

Renovated,  6  room,  2  bdrm,  hdwd 
floors,  w/d  hookup,  eat  in  kitchen,  back 
porch  and  yard,  owner  occupied. 
$ 500/month,  no  utils.  Call  282-3216 
after  6:30.  Non-smokers  preferred.  (9) 


would  like  to  correspond  with  free 
I  world  pdople.  I  am  Greek  passive.  I 
have  photos  to  exchange  with  those 
that  make  the  time  to  write.  I  have  a 
myriad  of  interests.  Won’t  you  people 
out  there  start  writing.  Thank  you. 

!  Kenneth  JOHNSON,  17322,  PO  Box 
I  607,  Carson  City  NV  89702. 


Am  m 

0  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
RISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
Al«xaml*r  Bcrkman,  Prison  Uomolr *  of  ai 
narcMaQi 


Maybe  lesbians  who  read  my  last  ad 
thought  I  was  BI-SEXUAL  —  NO  WAY 
—  I’m  a  Lesbian  thru  &  thru,  since 
childhood.  Please  run  this  ad:  Lonely 
Lesbian  (Single)  needs  other  lesbians 
(don’t  believe  in  labels)  who  have  time 
and  care  enough  to  write.  Kathy  Jo 
ELLIOTT  (aka  Johnni).  800697-A,  Box 
A  Unit  H  Cage  3,  Oakdale  IA  52319 
[Can't  write  other  prisoners 


I’m  a  professional  free-lance  car¬ 
toonist  with  3  yrs  of  college  and  a  ma¬ 
jor  in  psych.  Was  given  your  name  by 
another  boy-lover  here  in  the  Kansas 
Prison  System.  It  is  very  lonely  with 
no  one  to  talk  to  who  has  similar 
"tastes".  I  am  much  harassed  here 
and  need  some  outside  friends.  (I  also 
belong  to  NAMBLA).  Charles  C 
COMBS,  42231,  PO  Box  1568,  Hut¬ 
chinson  KS  67504. 


Versatile  openminded  gay  32  firm 
lean  muscular  body  Taurus  by  sign 
well  educated  and  seeking  cor¬ 
respondence  from  TSs  and  TVs  or 
other  liberal  minded  gays.  All  sincere 
letters  will  be  answered  in  a  mean¬ 
ingful  and  intelligent  fashion.  Also 
activist,  writ-writer,  and  loveable  to 
the  Special  Someone.  (Can  write 
other  prisoners).  Chester  Vinton 
HAAS,  327322A,  Ellis  I  (J-23-106) 
Huntsville  TX  77343. 


Condominium,  spacious  1  bedroom 
duplex  1088  sq.  ft,  secure  bldg,  all  new 
systems,  exposed  brick,  working 
fireplace,  bow  windows.  $179,900  by 
owner,  leave  message  267-9795 _ (9) 


SERVICES 


CAMBRIDGE  — SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (c) 

F,  43,  seeks  F  any  age  to  share 

2  bedroom  apt.  in  East  Somer¬ 

ville.  Near  rapid  transit.  No 
smoking  or  pets.  Sunny, 
spacious.  $250  +  .  Call 

628-1038  eves _ (8) 

W25+  to  share  Beaut  7rm  farmhs  in 
Rosl  near  Arb.  Sun  Trees  Skylights. 
2rms  are  yours.  No  drugs,  dogs.  Cat  ok. 
$300.  I’m  32,  pianist.  327-3367  Dovida. 

J7) 

Lf  seeks  same  4  2  bedroom  sm,  qt 
biding  must  be  repon  no  alc/drugs. 
Camb  on  Blmt/Wat  In  nr  Har  sq..  T 
$250/mo  incl  self  adjust  ht.  chp  elec 
Ginn  491-6095  (8) 

3  LF’s  seek  4th  for  spacious  JP  apt. 
Smoke,  ale,  and  drug  free.  Please  no 
more  pets.  Near  Orange  line.  $175  +  . 
522-9094.  Available  immediately.  (8) 

CAMBRIDGE 

,GM,  35,  MIT  grad  student  seeks  1 
housemate  for  large  2br  apt.  by  Porter 
Square  (5  minute  walk  to  new  T  station), 
pkg,  2  porches,  den,  Ir,  furn.  Available 
9/1  $375  (includes  heat)  and  utils.  Write 
Peter,  Apt.  2-C,  60  West  13  Street,  NYC 
10011  or  call  (212)691-7730 _ (8) 


RENTALS _ 

SUBLEASE 

Prof  woman,' 30 +  ,  quiet,  independent 
and  clean  wanted  for  sublease  of  very 
Ig  3rd  floor  of  2fl  apt.  Share  same  ac¬ 
cess,  kitchen,  bath  with  also  quiet, 
clean  prof  woman.  Call  625-7929.  Leave 
message  $300  including  utils _ (8) 


MASSAGE  BY  MICK  HAZEN 

Relaxing,  energizing  synthesis  of  Shiat¬ 
su,  acupressure,  muscular  work 
+  reflexology.  Dietary  recommenda- 
tions.  Call  522-9164 _ £L1) 

GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 

JOHNSON  HOUSEKEEPING 

Reliable  staff  for  all  of  your  general 
cleaning  needs.  Commercial  and 
residential.  367-7184,  24  hours.  (10) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


Phone  482-2900 
76  Arlington  St. 
at  Boston  Park  Plaza 


MOVERS 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  OPU  #25522 
No  |ob  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MDPU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  CO. 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  Hoisting  specialist. 
Any  time  of  day— any  day  of  year. 
No  overtime  charges  354-2184 
MDPU  Number  23733 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
*24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184  We  care 
522-0826 


TRADING  POST 

WOMEN'S  BARTER  NETWORK 
Short  on  cash,  but  have  lot’s  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women’s 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women;s  organizations/busi 
nesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to: 
Women’s  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (72) 


RESORTS 


WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Long,  lazy  days  by  the  pool,  cool  nights 
by  a  crackling  fire.  Peace  and  privacy 
on  100  scenic  acres.  Charming  guest 
rooms,  gracious  common  areas.  Pool 
and  hiking  at  the  Inn.  Canoeing,  antiqu¬ 
ing,  golf  &  tennis  nearby.  Make  this  a 
summer  to  remember.  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  &  Judi  inn 
keepers.  (igj 


Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 

Prisoner  [“Legal  Eagle",  GCN  has 
resume  if  needed],  needing  some  job 
support  for  December  parole.  B.A.  & 
J.D.  degrees,  10  years  legal  work, 
paralegal  instructor  experience. 
Documentation  and  references. 
James  ROMERO,  28522,  Box  1059, 
Santa  Fe,  NM  87501. _ _ 

Prisoner  writing  article  on  adjustment 
of  gay  prisoners  back  into  society 
once  they  leave  prisons.  Would  like 
some  feedback.  Please  write  Charles 
E.  SKINNER,  36286,  Box  2800,  Lincoln 
NE  68502.  _ 

TS  outside  wants  penpals  inside! 
Ex-prisoner  who  understands  the 
need  for  contact  with  the  outside  I 
would  like  to  hear  from  TV/TSs  about 
your  abuses  in  prison  (and  your 
dreams!).  Write  Ariel  North  Modeling 
Agency,  Attn:  Misty  Stevens,  PO  Box 
230,  Clearfield  KY  40313. 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

All  woman  guest  house  in  VT’s  MT’s. 
Horse-back  riding  on  premises.  Cozy 
private  rooms.  Fall  foliage  from  mid- 
Sept,  thru  Oct.  Veg.  cuisine.  Farm 
animals.  Friendly  and  informal.  (802) 
522-7772.  _ (9) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  and  cont.  breakfast  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  in  a  country  village  house. 
2  hours  from  Boston.  Year  round.  Near 
lakes,  hikes,  skiing.  Dave  and  Mike 
(802)  348-7840 _ (yr) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round.  _ (yr) 

CKECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657 _  (yr) 

THE  GREENHOUSE 
Women’s  Guesthouse,  cozy,  comfor¬ 
table,  parking,  cont.  bkfst,  off  season 
rates.  18  Pearl  St.,  Box  22  P’town  MA 
02657.  (617)487-2270, _ (O) 

BRINLEY  VICTORIAN  INN 
Explore  Newporl  but  let  us  harbor  you 
wilh  warm  +  Iriendly  service,  romantic 
Victorian  decor  Iresh  flowers  cont 
brkll.  (40 1)849-7645_  < 1 3/ , > 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus 
sions.  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 

HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism.  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues.  Workshops  by  national  con 
_sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  protesssional.  political 
educational)  or  business  Contact 
Equity  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole  Lan 
mgan  Johnson,  'J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D _ j _ (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationai 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13,  no.22) 

D.O.B. 

Suppt  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass 
Ave,  Camb,  Old  Bap  Chr.  Raps  evry 
Tues,  Thurs  8pm.  Special  raps  for  35  + ; 
parents;  yngr  wmn;  baby  bmrs;  singles; 
coming-out;  issues  forum.  All  8pm’ 
Mnthly  events,  outing  club,  library.  Info: 
661-3633.  All  women  invited  to  par¬ 
ticipate.  0 


SELF-EMPL.  OR  SM.  BUS.  OWNERS 

Support  group  for  F  women  who  are 
self-emp/small  bus.  owners.  Dealing 
with  issues  of  mngt.,  isolation  etc.  Call 
628-1 175  leave  message  for  Ginny  (9) 

NASHUA  AREA  GAYS  meet  on  Mon¬ 
days  al  8  00  pm  For  info  wrile  Nashua 
Area  Gays  PO  Box  885  Nashua.  NH 
0  J060 

—  ■»  *■ —  — - - — - - _  ' * 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 

A  support  group  for  intergenerationai 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.  13  no  22) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP  SPREAD  THE  WORD! 

Do  you  know  of  places  where  people 
could  benefit  by  having  GCN  around? 
Are  you  ever  at  places  and  wonder  why 
we  aren’t  there  too?  Well,  we  need  your 
help  to  get  us  around  town  (and  out  of 
town  too).  So  if  you  have  ideas  where 
GCN  could  be  distributed  and  would 
like  to  help  us  accomplish  that  give 
Brian  a  call  at  426-4469.  It  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thanks!  _ (c) 


Gay  Community  News  needs  help  on 
Friday  nights  mailing  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Come  and  help:  it’s  easy, 
it’s  fun,  it’s  a  good  way  to  meet  people, 
and  it’s  a  good  way  to  get  involved  with 
your  community’s  paper.  Just  come 
anytime  after  6PM  to  167  Tremont 
Street,  5th  floor  (between  the  Bylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops).  If  the  door  is 
locked,  buzz  us  on  the  GCN  intercom 
located  outside  the  door.  If  you  have 
any  questions,  call  Marcos  at 
426-4469.  (c) 


GA  Y  BOOKS  NEEDED!! 

If  you  \e  got  some  gay  paperbacks 
you  won’t  need  anymore,  please 
donate  them  to  GCN’s  Prisoner 
Project  to  be  sent  out  to  lesbians  and 
gay  men  behind  bars.  We're  at  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston  MA  021/1. 
Thanks! 


GET  SMART! 

The  rumor  is  that  folks  who  advertise  in 
the  GCN  Classifieds  get  whatever  they 
are  looking  for.  Try  us.  We  reach  the 
audience  you  want  to  contact. 


QUEER  IN  QUINCY? 

Quincy  lesbian  and  gay  alliance  now 
forming  —  interested?  Have  ideas? 
Please  reply  QLGA  PO  Box  2607  Quincy 
MA  02269. _  (1) 


LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAM  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  &  David  will 
slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to  come.  All 
because  you’re  too  scared  to  protect 
them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stamps  64  page 
newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp.  “REALI¬ 
TY  INC.,’’  PO  Box  73,  Paramus,  NJ 
07653.  () 


25  yr  old  redhead  with  ARC  would  like  to 
hear  from  anyone  with  info  to  offer  and 
who’d  like  to  correspond.  Gregory 
SCOTT,  EF- 150765,  ACMI  1A-6  Hosp, 
3001  Gordon  Hwy,  Grovelown  GA  30813 
My  nickname  is  ‘Teddy  Bear’  and  I  have 
dreamy  blue  eyes  and  am  interested  in 
reading,  writing  and  a  down  to  earth  per¬ 
son  like  myself.  Life  alone  in  here  is  a  real 
bummmer.  Paul  WETS  SON,  398503,  Ellis 
11,  Huntsville  TX  77340, _ 

Lonely  male,  brown  skinned,  very  hand¬ 
some,  would  like  to  write  someone.  Photo 
appreciated,  but  not  necessary.  Julius 
EVANS,  303333,  Box  16,  Lovelady  TX 
75851. 


Tall  slender  male  seeks  friendship  or 
more.  From  any  intelligent  person  who 
desires  friendship  longterm,  no  secrets  or 
jealousy.  Send  long  descriptive  letter  and 
recent  photo  if  possible  (and  SASE).  Gary 
DITGES,  Box  2,  25329A,  leasing  KS 
66043. 


NEEDED:  Someone  who  would  like  to 
help  update  the  our  index  of  GCN  ar¬ 
ticles  (by  title).  To  be  typed,  but  no 
need  for  great  speed.  Call  Mike  at* 
426-4469. _ (c) 

GAYF.LL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations,  AA  groups,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc. .  etc  .etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1 2 * 4 ) 

USA  &  CANADA  $10. 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50:  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women's  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50;  Alabama.  Arkansas. 

N  &  S  Carolina,  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico.  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3.50;  Connecticut. 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  man 
$20;  The  rest  of  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada:  men’s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station 
NY,  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail;  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  for  further 
information,  send  stamped  self-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glad 
Day  Books,  648A  Yonge  St. ,  Toronto,  Ortarto  M4Y 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices). 

Ask  us  about  GayeHow  Pages  on  ma*ng  labels! 


IGM  down  for  some  year^Uke^juhS 
I  times,  music  and  reading.  Looking  for 
I  someone  to  write  to  share  thoughts 
land  desires.  No  games.  Honesty 
J  important.  Thank  you  GCN  for  all  you 
j  do  for  us  prisoners  here!  Harry  HART 

1 97310  2605  5,3,6  St"  Salem  OF*‘ 

[Lonely  blond,  graygreen  eyes,  likesl 
[black  lovers  but  anyone  can  write.! 
[Collect  photos,  lively  sense  of  humor.! 
[Edward  PATTERSON,  31522-066,  Box! 
[7000,  Texarkana  TX  75501. _ 

[Attractive,  hedonistic,  athletic  youth,! 
[numerous  and  varied  interests,  seeks! 
[taste  of  freedom  through  cor-l 
[respondence.  Nolan  Mark  MACKEY,! 
[47840,  2605  State  St,  Salem  on[ 
[97310,  _  1 

[Extremely  handsome  young  blac 
[man  wishes  to  correspond  with 
[sincere  person.  Some  of  my  hobbie 
[include  reading,  writing  poetry.  I’i 
[somewhat  shy,  but  will  answer  all  le 
[ters  promptly.  LeRoy  ARRINGTOf 
1175003,  Box  45699  Lucasville  O 
145699. 


G4L€MDhR 


August  24 
to 

September  24 

N 

24  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Cabaret  and  boogie  benefit 
for  Gay/Lesbian  Defense  Committee. 
George  Fulginiti-Shakar,  Susan  Abod,  Tom 
Wilson-Weinberg,  Marcia  Taylor,  and  Buffy 
Berg.  Cabaret,  8PM.  Dance,  9:30PM.  $3 
each,  $5  for  both.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  Info:  661-0974. 

Boston  —  New  England  Women’s  Sports 

Connection’s  Softball  Tournament. 
Esplanade.  9AM  (All  day).  For  individuals, 
teams  &  spectators.  Registration: 
576-6788. 

Boston  —  Provincetown  Boat  Trip  with  the 
Metropolitan  Community  Church  of  Boston. 
Commonwealth  Pier.  9AM-6:30PM.  $18. 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  Summer  Barbecue.  4PM.  Info:  Ed, 
288-4367  or  Diane,  288-9155. 

Boston  —  Lily  Tomlin  in  performance.  Wilbur 
Theater,  426  Tremont.  8PM.  Also  Monday 
8/19-9/7.  Box  office  opens  8/12.  $5-$25. 
Info:  423-4008. 

Cambridge  —  Mirror- 1  mages,  Stories  of 
Moslem  Women..  Alley  Theater,  1253  Cam¬ 
bridge  St.  8PM.  $10.  Continues  through 
9/14.  Info:  491-8166  or  731-9153. 

Boston  —  “Beyond  Therapy,”  a  comedy  by 
Christopher  Durang.  949  Commonwealth  - 
Ave.  8PM.  $6/$4  students  and  senior 
citizenss.  Continues  through  8/31.  Wheel-  >• 
chair  accessible.  Info:  424-1984. 

25  Sunday 

Boston  —  Brunch  at  Downtown  Cafe  to 

benefit  the  Scondras  Campaign.  Noon,  12 
LaGrange  St.  $5.  Info:  266-0735. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  Neighborhood 
G.A.L.A.  Potluck  Supper.  6PM.  All 
residents  and  friends  from  Cambridge  are 
invited.  Info:  Robin  &  Laura,  354-6237. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian/Gay  Neighbors' 
Potluck  Picnic.  Jamaica  Pond,  Moraine  St., 
entrance  by  ODT  sign.  Bring  food  to  share 
plus  nonalcoholic  beverage.  Rain  location: 
First  Church  Hall,  Eliot  &  Centre  Sts.  Info: 
522-3894  or  522-6090. 

Cambridge  —  Bi-bicycling  with  the  Boston 
Bisexual  Women’s  Network.  Meet  at  Out  of 
Town  Newstand,  Harvard  Square. 
10:30AM.  Bike  to  Walden  Pond.  Info: 
731-1399. 


28  Wednesday 

Brighton  —  BLG/PA  endorsements  meeting. 
7PM,  Jackson-Mann  School,  Union  Sq. 


29  thursday 

Boston  —  “Gay  Boston,”  on  Cable  TV  Ac¬ 
cess  Channel  A3.  7PM. 


September  5  thursday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT: 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  "T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Lily  Tomlin  benefit  performance 
for  the  AIDS  Action  Committee.  8PM,  Wilbur 
Theater.  Party  to  follow  at  the  Wang  Center. 
$37.50.  AAC,  16  Haviland  St.,  Boston 
02115. 


Lesbian  video,  September  6 


6  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow’s  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  “T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 

Watertown  —  “Hospice  and  Hope,”  a  2-day 
conference  with  keynote  speaker  Elizabeth 
Kubler-Ross.  Info:  894-1100. 

Cambridge  —  Sexuality  and  long-term  les¬ 
bian  relationships,  a  video  by  Catherine 
Russo.  7PM,  186  Hampshire  St.,  Inman  Sq. 
$2  donation.  Women  only. 


9  monday 

Boston  —  Auditions  for  the  Boston  Gay 
Men’s  Chorus.  Arlington  Street  Church. 
7:30PM.  Info:  482-6983,  or  P.0.  Box 
1348,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston  02117. 

Boston  —  Benefit  banquet  for  AIDS  con¬ 
ference  sponsored  by  Boston  Institute  for 
Social  Therapy  &  Research.  Icarus 
Restaurant,  540  Tremont  St.  7PM.  $25 
donation.  Info:  524-7710. 

10  tuesday 

Boston  —  LEGACY,  Lesbian  &  Gay  Aging 
Cycles.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA,  2nd  floor 
library.  6-8PM.  All  invited.  Info:  725-3307. 

11  Wednesday 

Brookline  —  Brookline  Human  Rights  Or¬ 
dinance  organizational  meeting.  Info:  Zev  or 
John,  445-8662. 

Cambridge  —  Boston  NOW  Lesbian  Rights 

Task  Force.  99  Bishop  Allen  Drive,  Central 
Sq.  7PM.  Info:  661-6015. 

12  thursday 

Nantucket  —  4-day  fiesta  with  Chiltern  Mt. 
Club.  Reservations  with  $125: 
Sullivan/Gentle,  Box  HH,  Truro  02666. 


14  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  GCN  benefit  showing  of  Pink 
Triangles,  panel  on  homophobia  to  follow. 
8PM,  Paine  Hall,  Harvard  Univ.  $4,  ad¬ 
vance;  $5,  door.  Info:  426-4469. 


Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Lawyers’  monthly 
meeting.  Info:  426-1350. 

mrnm-  -  * 

7  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Pat  Parker,  Black  lesbian 
poet,  reads  to  benefit  GCN.  8PM,  Paine  Hall, 
Harvard  Univ.  Reception  and  book-signing 
to  follow.  $5  more  or  less.  Wheelchair  ac¬ 
cessible  and  sign  interpreted.  Info: 
426-4469. 


8  Sunday 

Boston  —  Cruise  to  P’town  with  Tri-County 
Assoc.  11:30AM,  Pier  4,  Charlestown. 
Return  11:30PM.  Lunch,  dancing,  movies. 
$25,  advance;  $30  at  the  boat.  Info: 
429-6593. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Films  on  Nicaragua,  South 
Africa  &  Beirut  sponsored  by  Alliance 
Against  Women’s  Oppression.  75  Williams 
St.  (Green  St.  T.)  7PM-10PM.  $5.  Info: 
522-8728. 

Cambridge  —  Feminist  Cluster  potluck 
(changed  from  9/14).  Info:  Vikki, 
628-4382  (from  4-8PM). 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Softball  just-for- 
fun.  Magazine  Field,  Memorial  Drive. 
4-6PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 


15  Sunday 

North  Chatham,  NH  —  Blueberry  Ridge 
Trail  Day-Hike  sponsored  by  the  fthiltern 
Mt.  Club.  New  &  women  members  es¬ 
pecially  invited.  Info:  Michael,  522-9194. 

17  tuesday 

Boston  —  Fundraising  Party  for  David 
Scondras:  Athenian  Night  at  Greystone’s,  8 
Kingston  St.  7-10PM.  $5.  Info:  266-0735, 
or  894-8363  after  6PM. 


22  Sunday 

Brighton  —  Brookline/Brighton/Allston 

gays  &  lesbians  (BBANGL)  last  summer 
picnic  potluck.  City  View  Park,  Summit 
Ave.  Noon.  Info:  Ross,  787-3775. 

Northampton  —  “Arts  for  Strength” 

benefit  for  Valley  Women’s  Martial  Arts, 
Northampton  Center  for  the  Arts.  2PM. 
$8-$25,  half-price  under  17,  over  59.  Sign 
interpreted.  Info:  527-0101. 

24  tuesday 

Boston  —  LEGACY,  Lesbian  &  Gay  Aging 
Cycles.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA,  2nd  floor 
library.  6-8PM.  All  invited.  Info:  725-3307. 


Calendar  compiled  by  Miranda  Kolbe 
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note  this! 

Beyond  Therapy.  By  Christopher 
Durang.  Directed  by  Joseph  Ametrano. 
With  Valerie  Finkel,  Brian  Wolfe- 
Leonard,  Paula  Casey,  Scott 
Rosenberg,  Steve  Locke  and  Steven 
Holland.  At  The  Boston  Playwright’s 
Theater.  424-1984.  Through  August  31. 

Christopher  Durang  scored  a  big  hit 
in  Boston  last  year  with  Sister  Mary  Ig¬ 
natius  Explains  It  All  to  You.  His  tackl¬ 
ing  of  the  Catholic  Church  drew  pro¬ 
tests  from  RCs,  Anti-Defamation 
League  Jews,  and  the  mayor  himself. 
Now  Beyond  Therapy  —  a  later  Durang 
play  in  its  first  in-town  Boston  produc¬ 
tion  —  sinks  its  satirical  teeth  into  yup¬ 
pies,  preppies,  shrinks,  career  women, 
bisexuals,  homosexuals,  relationships, 
and  the  impossibility  of  getting  good 
service  in  a  restaurant.  If  Sister  Mary 
was  revenge  for  being  brought  up 
Catholic  in  an  existential  nightmare  of 
a  world,  then  Beyond  Therapy  is  a  cry  of 
anguish  from  the  valley  of  psycho¬ 
babble. 

Therapy  begins  with  quiet  Bruce  (he 
likes  to  cry  and  doesn’t  want  to  appear 
too  macho)  meeting  Prudence  (she 
likes  strong  men  and  writes  for  People 
magazine)  through  a  personal  in  The 
New  York  Review  of  Books.  Aside  from 
the  fact  that  they  are  both  emotional 
messes,  the  budding  relationship  is 
hampered  by  the  fact  that  Bruce  has  a 
lover  —  Bob.  Prudence  declares  that 
she  hates  gay  people,  and  Bob  is 
furious  that  Bruce  wants  to  date 
women.  This  ambi-sexual  muddle  is  fur¬ 
ther  muddled  by  the  fact  that  both 
Bruce  and  Prudence  are  involved  with 
totally  crackpot  therapists.  His  is  a 
looney  woman  who  talks  to  her  Snoopy 
doll  and  scrambles  words  like  a  dyslex¬ 
ic  thesaurus.  Hers  is  a  macho, 
premature  ejaculator  who  keeps  trying 
to  bed  his  women  clients.  It’s  the  Big 
Chill  generation  put  through  a 
hallucinogenic  looking  glass;  it’s  every¬ 
thing  that  Time  magazine  told  you  to 
expect  from  the  ’80s  —  gone  haywire. 

Some  of  Durang’s  humor  is  on  target 
and  there  are  funny  bits  scattered 
throughout  the  short  scenes.  But  more 
often  than  not  the  material  is  labored: 
hit  home  with  a  sledge  hammer  rather 
than  punctured  with  an  awl.  The  jokes 
surrounding  the  therapists  are  obvious 
and  run  out  of  steam  before  they  have  a 
chance  ot  get  off  the  couch.  But  more 
damagingly,  Bruce  and  Prudence  don’t 
hold  our  attention  very  long.  They  are 
too  often  foolish  without  being  engag¬ 
ing;  too  easy  to  laugh  at  rather  than 
with.  They  live  in  a  crazy  world,  but  all 
that  seems  to  have  very  little  to  do  with 
us,  and  we  don’t  care  enough  about 
them  to  bother  worrying.  Durang’s 
chronic  joking  and  misanthrophy  get  in 
the  way  of  our  understanding  or  feeling 
any  real  emotions.  He  suggests  that 
there  is  very  little  haven  in  this  heart¬ 
less  world;  and  perhaps  even  less  com¬ 
ing  from  the  playwright. 

The  Boston  Playwright’s  Theater  pro¬ 
duction  begins  tentatively  but  builds 
speed  nicely.  All  of  the  acting  is  nicely 
modulated,  and  considering  that  the 
characters  are  written  as  cartoons,  the 
actors  flesh  out  people  quite  nicely. 
There  are  times  when  they  could  have 
cut  loose  a  little  more,  become  more 
manic  and  frenzied,  but  that  may  have 
completely  destroyed  the  relatively  thin 
material. 

Like  a  lot  of  summer  movies,  this 
isn’t  the  worst  way  to  spend  an  evening. 
(The  prices  are  cheap  and  it's  cool.)  On 
the  other  hand,  if  you  consider  yourself 
a  child  of,  a  citizen  of,  the  1980s.  you 
may  want  to  take  the  lead  of  the 
Catholic  church  and  picket  the  theater. 
Either  way  I  wouldn't  worry:  Beyond 
Therapy  may  be  attacking  the  Big  Chill 
generation  —  but  it  isn’t  going  to  cause 
much  of  a  thaw. 

—  Michael  Bronski 
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Join  us  for  a 

g  featuring  ^ 

Pat  Parker, 

Black  lesbian  feminist  poet  ^ 
reading  from  her  new  book 

Jonestown  and  Other  Madness 

and  other  poems 
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Prologue 

There  are  those  who  think 
or  perhaps  don’t  think 
that  children  and  lesbians 
together  can’t  make  a  family 
that  we  create  an  extension 
of  perversion 

They  think 

or  perhaps  don't  think 

that  we  have  different  relationships 

with  our  children 

that  instead  of  getting  up 

in  the  middle  of  the  night 

for  a  2  AM  and  a  6  AM  feeding 

we  rise  up  and  chant 

‘you're  gonna  be  a  dyke 

you're  gonna  be  a  dyke.' 

That  we  feed  our  children 
lavender  Similac 
and  by  breathing  our  air 
the  chilren’s  genitals  distort 
and  they  become  hermaphrodites. 

They  ask 

‘What  will  you  say  to  them 
what  will  you  teach  them?’ 

Child 

that  would  be  mine 
I  bring  you  my  world 
and  bid  it  be  yours. 

—  from  “Legacy,"  by  Pat  Parker 
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Reception  and  book  signing 
following  the  reading 


k  *  Saturday,  September  7, 1985  —  8  PM  » 

Paine  Hall,  Harvard  University  # 

^  (adjacent  to  Harvard  Science  Center) 

Admission:  $5  (more  if  you  can,  less  if  you  can’t) 

Tickets  avat'able  al  the  door  and  in  advance  at  many  locations,  including  f 

GCN,  New  Words,  Bodyworks,  Red  Book.  Call  426-4469  tor  more  information.  % 

♦ 

Thanks  for  supporting  GCN,  the  newspaper  by  and  tor  the  gay  and  lesbian  community 
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